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' proper measure of promotion Dased unon length of service, and not upon waiting 


: Affairs amendments to the amendment of the House to the bill ($.3262) providing 


“mum aggregate muriber of promotion-lis t officers authorized by law. 
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The chief purmose of this mblication is to cistribute information on aero- 


“nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Arr vs Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 


---000--- 
SENATE PASSES ARMY PROMOTION BILL 


at The Senate, on February 16th, passed the Bill S. 3259, providing for the 
~romotion of officers of the Army. In bringing up the bill, Senator Reed stated: 


‘that the Scnate was aviare of the state of dissatisfaction existing because of 
’ the creation of the single yromotion list which resulted in 6,000 officers being 


taken in at once with substanti ially. the same amount of commissioned experience. 

i Asserting that there had been on the calendar of the Senate for more than 

a year two bills (one s»yonsored by Mr. Black),each renresenting a different 
method of dealing with the promotion situation, both of which had been renorted 
out of the Military Committee by a scant majority, Senator Reed stated; "It was 
perfectly evident that our opnosition to one another's ideas was going to prevent 
relief to that great throng of officers wWio, whon. they care into the Army, were } 
rightfully encouraged to look for reason are nromotion during their service. i 
Matters reached such an impasse that finally the Secretary of War came before us 
to appeal to us ‘to drop all of our sraller Sit tevenein and try to agree upon some 


for one's predecessor on the promotion list to die or resign.or retire. 

I want to say on behalf of the Senator from Alabama (Mr. Black) and those 
‘Senators who agreed with him that they have met us most fairly, and I am happy 
now to be able to report unanimously to the Senate from the Committee on Military 
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for the advancement on the retired list of the Army of Eunter Liggett and Robert 
L. Bullard, major generals, United States Army, retired." 

The amendments renorted by the Committee on Military Affairs to the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to Senate Eill 3269 were read,as follows: } 

That the aggresate mimter of commissioned officers of the Regular Army and } 
Philippine Scouts’ on the active list. shall not excced-the number now or hereafter 
expressly authorized by law, and all such officers, exce nt. officers of the 
Medical Department, chaplains, and vrofessors, shall be designated as vromotion- 
list officers, The number of prormotion-list officers in each of the grades below 
brigadier general shall be such as results from the operation of the promotion 


’ system prescribed in this act, and shall not be other:vise limited: Provided, That if 


except as otherwise in. this mPnen preccribec, the azggrezate muriber of » promotion- 
list colonels ‘and liewtenant- colonels shall not exceed 15 percent and the mumber 
of promotion- list field officers shall not be less :than 26 per cent, of the maxi- 


Sec. 2. That all promotions vuunder this act shall be subject to such exam- 
ination as shall have been required by authority of law. Promotion-list offi- 
cers in the grades of second lieutenant, first lieutenant, cantain, major, and 
lieutenant colonel shall, except as otherwise prescribed in this act, be promot- 
ed to the respective next higher grade when their names ayoear first in their 
grade upon the promotion list, and when, under the provisions of this act, they 
are credited with 3, 10, 15, 20, and 26 years of service, respectively. The 
promotion of majors credited with 20 years. of service shall be deferred so long 
as necessary to prevent the limitation of 15 per. cent hereinbefore prescribed 
for the combined grades of colonel and lieutenant colonel being exceeded, and 
‘no officer shall be promoted to the grade of colonel until he shall have served 
at least two years in the grade of lieutenant colonel: Provided, That vromotion- 
list officers not nromotea from. the grade of major under the foregoing provi- 
sions shall be promoted to the grade of lieutenant colonel when, under provi- 
Sions of this act, they are credited for promotion pursoses with not less ‘than 
20 years of service and are also not less than 52 years of age, and officers so 
promoted under this proviso shall be.promoted to the crade of colonel when 
credited with 26 years of service; or.as soon thereafter as they shall have 
served not less than two years in the grade of lieutenant colonel and shall be 
additional mmbers in the grades.of .lieutenent colonel end colonel and shall 
not be counted in computing the maxiimmm.rercentage hereinoefore prescribed for 
such qrnnrn Provided further, That in the application of the foregoing proviso { 
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each United States Military Academy class shall be treated as a unit as of the 
average age of the members of the class. ‘In so far as necessary to maintain the 
prescribed minimum of field officers, captains credited with less than 15 years 
of service shall be promoted in the order of their standing upon the promotion 
list. 

Sec. 3. That flying officers commissioned in the Air Corps in the grades of 
first lieutenant and Captain shall be promoted to the respective next higher 
grades when credited for promotion under provisions of this act with 7 and 12 
years of service, respectively. When promotion as hereinbefore prescribed in 
this and preceding sections of this act fails to provide the Air Corps with the 
per cent of colonels, lieutenant colonels, and majors hereinafter specified, 
flying officers commissioned in the Air Corns shall be promoted in the order. of 


_ their relative standing on the promotion list so that the mumber of Air Corps 


officers in the grade of colonel shall be 3 per cent, in the grade of lieutenant 
colonel 4 percent, and in the grade of major 18 per cent, respectively, of the 
total number of officers commissioned in the Air Corns, fractions being disregard- 
ed in commuting said mumers. Flying officers of the. Air Corns promoted to the 
grades’ of lieutenant colonel and colonel under provisions of this section shall 
be additional numbers therein and shall not be counted in comouting the maximum 
percentage for such grades hereinbefore prescribed in this act. Any flying offi- 
cer of the Air Corps »romoted under provisions of this section who may become 
surolus in the grade of major, lieutenant colonel or colonel by reason of a sub- 
sequent decrease in the total mumber of officers commissioned in the Air Corps 
shall be an additional mumber in his grade in the Air Corps until absorbed. The 
term "flying officer" as used in this act, shall be construed to mean a flying 
officer as defined by section l3a of the national defense act as amended. 

Sec. 4. Length of service for promotion under this act shall be computed 


‘as follows; 


First, each ‘promotion-list officer originally commissioned in the Regular 
Army prior to July 2, 1920, without prior Federal commissioned service, whose ac- 
tive commissioned service shall have been contimuotis since acceptance of original 
commission, shall be credited with the full period from the oe of such original 
commission; 

Second, each promotion-list officer commissioned in the ae Army or 
Philipoine Scouts prior to July 2, 1920, who is not included in the category de- 
fined in the preceding subparagraph shall be credited with a length of service 
equal to that accredited to the officer of said category whose name’ appears 
nearest above his on the promotion list; 

Third, each promotion-list officer originally- commissioned in the grade of 
second lieutenant in the Regular Army or Philinpine Scouts after July’1, 1920, 
shall be credited only: with the period of service from the date of:such original 
commission; Provided, That each promotion list officer not included in any of. the 
foregoing categories and each officer of said categories whose original relative 
position on the promotion list shall. have been changed or affected: by sentence of 
court-martial, by-spyecial enactment, by discontinuity of his active service, or 
by suspension from promotion, shall be credited with such ‘Len=th- of service for 
promotion as the Secretary of War shall determine to 3e Sichoccusiart to his. rela- 
tive position on the promotion list. 

Sec. 5. That all prior statutory provisions governing the termination of 
active service .of officers shall, except as otherwise svxecifically prescribed in 
this act, contime in full force and effect and be administered as now provided 
by law: Provided, That, excepting section 190, Revised Statutes of the United 
States, all laws or varts of laws restricting the freedom of persons on the re- 
tired lists of the: Regular Army, who are otherwise eligible to accept any civil 
office or employment, or affecting their retired status ar retired yay on ac- 
count of nolding any civil office or employment and receiving.the compensation 
thereof, are hereby repealed in so far as they apply to said persons; and any 
such person who may be employed in any civil office or position under authority 
of the United States shall be entitled to receive the full compensation alletted 
to such office or position without regard to such person's retired pay: Provided 
further, That when any officer of the Regular Army or Philippine Scouts szall 
have served 35 years or more, including all service counted toward eligibility 
for voluntary retirement under existing laws, including this act, he shall, if he 
makes application therefor to the President, be retired from active service and 
placed upon the unlimited, retired list: Provided further, That when any officer 





of the Regular Army or Philippine Scouts shall have served 40 years as a commis- 
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missioned officer in active service in the Army of the United States, or is 60 


years old, he may, without action of a retiring board, be retired from active 
service at the discretion of the President, and placed upon the unlimited retir- 
ed list; Provided further, That in computing eligibility; for voluntary retire- 
ment of officers of the Army each officer shall, in addition to all service now 
credited under existing laws, be credited with additional constructive credit 
equal to one-half the time, if any, that he shall have been actually detailed to 
duty involving flying, except in time of war: Provided further, That flying offi- 
cers of the Air Corps who become physically disqualified for all flying duty 
shall be eligible for retirement for physical disability. 

Sec. 6.. That during each fiscal year promotion-list officers who were orig- 
inally appointed in the Regular Army or Philippine Scouts prior to July 1, 1920, 
or as of that date, may file application to be transferred from the active list 
in the manner hereinattor provided and the President is hereby authorized, on or 
before June 30 of each fiscal year, to designate for transfer from the active 
list from among such applicants who shall have been recommended for such trans- 
fer by a board of general officers such mmber.as shall not exceed 1 per cent of 
the maximum authorized mumber of promotion-list officers of all grades. 

Officers designated for transfér from the active list under provisions of 
this section shall be ordered to their homes as soon as practicable after such 
designation and, upon exviration of such leave of absence with full pay as may 
be granted under existing law, shall be transferred to the unlimited retired 
list with retired pay at the rate of 23 per cent of active pay, miltiplied by 
the number of complete years of service, but not exceeding 30 years, with which 
credit for pay purposes, excepting hon-Federal service: Provided, That each com 
putation of service and pay of an officer designated for transfer from the 
active list under this section shall be as of the date of such designation: - 
Provided further, That any officer originally am»xointed in the Regular Army as 
of July 1,°:1920, at an age greater than 45 years, may if he so elects, in lieu 
of retired pay at the rate hereinbefore provided, receive retired pay at the 
rate of 4 per cent of active pay for each complete year of commissioned service 
in the United States Army, not exceeding 75 per cent of active pay. 

Officers designated in any fiscal. year for transfer from the active list 
shall, for purposes of computations under provisions of this act, be deemed to 
have been transferred from the active list curing the fiscal year in which desig- 
nated, notwithstanding the deferment of separation as herein authorized. 

Section 7 provides that Major-Generals Hunter Liggett and Robert L.Bullard, 
retired, shall have the rank of Lieut.-General on the retired list of the Army. 

Section 8 authorizes the President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to appoint any commissioned officer of the Army -who served credit- 











* ably in the U.S. Army during the World War, to a rank on the retired list as of 


the highest grade held by him during the war, not above the rank of ajor- 
general, no increase of retired pay and allowances to result from the provisions 
of this section. 

In explanation, Senator Reed stated that the bill” a the: full approval 
of the War Department; that a proviso was worked out so that majors who had the 
requisite 20 years of service should, upon reaching the age of 52, be promoted 
to lieutenant-colonel and carried as extra numbers, and, similarly, after 26 
years of service and efter a minimum of two years as lieutenant-colonel, they 
should get. their colonelcy and be carried as extra colonels. Asserting that 
this will affect aporoximately 800 officers, Senator Reed added that while that 
proviso took care of. the officers in the general branches of the Army it still 
left unsolved a serious problem in the Air Corps, because that branch, according 
to its tables of organization, needs a considerable: mumber of colonels and lieut. 
colonels, and yet almost all Air Corps officers are youngsters who came into the 
Army during the war and in the natural course of events would not get to be 
field officers for a good many years. 

"In the first place," Senator Reed stated, "it was somewhat “et an anguatnen 
to the Air Corps officers, although they are young, and,’ in the next vlace, it 
was a very serious injustice to the Air Corps as 4 unit because it deprived it 
of the higher commands that were necessary, and we should see such spectacles as 
majors in the Air Corps exercising commands that were appropriate for colonels, 
and in charge of millions of dollars of Government property, and very large 
bodies of men, It-was right that some method be devised to. take gare of them. 
So we did it in two ways} a V-5865, A.C, 





First, by accelerating their promotion from captain to major, and allowing 
that tooccur at the end of 12 years' service instead of 15 years; and next al-~ 
lowing ‘promotion from first lieutenant to cantain at the end of 7 years instead 
of 10 years, as for the remainder of the Army. Then, further, we provided that 
for,:the Air Corps there should be 3 per cent of its officers in the grade of 
cokgnel,; and if they did not reach that grade naturally, as a part of the whole 
promotion list, then they should be promoted to it and be carried as extra num- 
bers, but their ayointment would be permanent and not temporary; and,similarly, 
that 4 per cent ofthe Air Corps officers should be lieutenant colonels and 18 
per cent should be majors. 

Then, having reached that point, we allowed in the computation of service 
for retirement, and other purnoses in the field, time and a half for such time 
as flying officers were actually engaged in flying duty. That was an effort by 
the committee to recognize the increased hazard of flying in peace times over 
the hazard that confronts the other branches of the service." 

Senator Bingham proposed an amendment providing that section 1 of the House 
amendment be included in the bill at the proper place, which would have the ef- 
fect of providing a separate promotion list for the Air Corps. "For many years 
the Air Corps has been earnestly striving to secure a separate promotion list," 
Senator Bingham Stated. "Casualties in the Air Corps from accidents are. ten 
times greater “than those in any other branch of the Army. It is true.that the 
other portion “of the amendrient as reported by the committee will correct the 
Situation in regard to the securing of vromotion after a certain length of 
years and without regard to the number of senior officers ahead of a particular 
officer, and it also provides a certain amount of benefit for the Air Corps; but 
it does not recognize the fact that the Air Corps in peace time labors under an 
entirely different kind of hazard from that under which the other branches of 
the Army labor. To grant them a separate promotion list would have this advant- 
age, I believe, so far as the general psychology of the whole Army is concerned: 
Under the amendment as recommended by the committee, where the Air Corps is left 
in with the rest of the service, a captain in the Air Corps would contime along- 
side of a captain in the Regular Army for a period of 12 years, and then éhe 
captain in the Regular Army would contime as a cantain for three years more un- 
til he became a major, whereas the man who had. been alongside of him on the pro- 
motion list all these years would be suddenly promoted to the grade of major. 

In other words, every time an Air Corps officer gets the advantage of this 
bill in the shortened length of service and the counting of flying time, it dis- 
rupts the promotion list, it makes hard feelings, it shows the rest of the Army 
that this man is being promoted overthaér heads, because the man who is interest- 
ed in his own promotion studies the list and sees upon it that he, Mr..C, is 
between Mr. B and Mr. D; and that. goes on for a certain mumber of years until 
suddenly the man below him disapnears and goes up to a higher grade. ° 

I believe that that will have a bad effect on the Army and will cause hard 
feeling between the branches, whereas if we make a separate promotion list, re- 
taining the other features of the bill, then Mr. C will not know that-Mr. D has 
been promoted ahead of him unless he hannens to be familiar with that particular 
case, because the lists will be separate, and when he looks for his own place 
in the list he will find as he goes up with the other officers that he. retains 
exactly that place during all the years. For that reason, Mr. President, it 
seems to me that it is for the benefit of the entire Army, and it is also in 
line with what the Air Service has been seeking for a great many years, and whict 

believe it is entitled to. 

I may say, for the benefit of the Senate, that this section of the bill has 
been approved repeatedly by the meetings of the National dnronaut io Association 
and by the convention of the American Legion." 

Senator Reed interposed objection to the amendment, stating that the Army 
previously had separate promotion lists and that they worked out most unjustly. 
The regimental promotion system resulted in West Point classmates finding them- 
selves two grades apart simply because there were more resignations and deaths 
in one regiment than in another. When separate promotion lists in each branch 
of the service were instituted after the Spanish-American War, it was found that 
as the types of war changed one branch came to be very greatly increased, like 
the Field Artillery, and another one did not increase, like the Cavalry, and 
classmates of West Point found themselves with just as mich disparity as before, 
through no.fault of one or merit of the other; and when the national defense act 
was passed it was decided to consolidate into one promotion list all the officers 
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of the Army in combatant or staff service. 

"It is dangerous, of course, to fly an airplane in peace time," Senator 
Reed contimed, "but it is not exactly safe to so on with a battery of Field 
Artillery at a gallon, I have done both, ard I thin: I felt in greater danger 
with the galloping battery than with the:smoothly' flyin; airplane.’ I think I was 


more scared at one time than the other, although I was properly: scared at both 


times, and always will be. But you can not: make’ sevarate lists’ just because of 
some differences in.degree of danger; and, furthermore, they do not-need it in 
the. Air Corns in view of the »rovisions'we have put’ in this bill that allow them 
this promotion as extra numbers, . That was the recommendation of the Secretary 
of War, so as to provide that within their own branch they should always have a 
supply of officers going forward to keen up their full pordesmnes of field 
grades. ' 

In substance, it is nothing more than a sentimental gesture to give them 
this separate promotion list. The practical benefits of it are all included in 
the committee amendment intentionally, purnosely, so that they should have those 
practical benefits, but whatever we might do sentimentally to please the Air 


. Corps by creating a separate list would do far greater damage to the rest of the 


Army by giving the impression that the Air Corps’ had been picked out for 
favoritism." ; 

Senator Bingham then stated: "Mr. President, I should just like to call at- 
tention to the fact that the rest of the bill certainly does pick out the Air 
Corps for favoritism, in that it permits promotion to go faster in the Air Corps 
than in the rest of the Army; and the argument which the Senator has used about 
two classmates at West Point will apply in his amendment more bitterly than it 
will apply in the amendment which I have proposed, because those two classmates 
will be in separate lists, and will not know it when they get separated," 

Senator Bingham's amendment was then put to a vote and rejecteéd.. 

The amendment reported by the Senate Military Affairs Committee to the 
House amendment was then put to a vote ard agreed to. 

Senator Reed then moved that the Senate insist upon its amendments and re- 
quest a conference with the House, and that the Chair appoint the conferees on 
the part of the Senate. 

The motion being agreed to, the Presiding Officer appointed Mr, Reed. of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Greene and Mr. Fletcher conferees on the part of the Senate. 

---@0e--- 


REMAKING GOGGLES 


According to the News Letter Correspondent from Lahgley Field, Va., the 
20th Squadron personnel have found at last a way to make the 5A Issue Flying 
Goggles fit fairly well. It is well know that these goggles do not fit’ human 
heads, either in theory or practice. The stiff nose niéce not only prevents | 
fit, but this part has a habit of slipping so that in ‘flight an aviator may 
‘find one eye-piece back over his ear any time. ‘This can, De remedied by getting 
the right adjustment and then wire it in place. 

Advocating the use of haywire, safety wire, hickory or banana withes, the 


- Correspondent states: "But this'is only a secondary matter to the chief 


trouble, which is leakage of air beneath the rubber cushion. . Tt. has been found 
that by tearing these gogsles up’ and making them over ina different way they 
will fit better.° The chief ‘change that helps is to remove the rubber cushion 
by ripping out the threads, ‘and putting these cushions on ta@kwards. This goes 
far toward eliminating the air leakage. This leakage has been serious during 
cold weather, for pilots have come down from missions with these goggles and 
cried the rest of the day with inflamed eyes. 

--~000--- 


An example of the versatility of Air Corps officers was recently. demonstrat- 
ed in the case of Lieut. Corley P. McDarment, Air Corps, who upon reporting for 
duty at Langley Field, Va., upon completion of his tour of service in the 


Philippines, was made Assistant to the Post. Surgeon and detailed. in charge of the 


"pest house" for convalescent "Flu" patients. Lieut. McDarment's regular as- 
signment is the 58th Service Squadron. 
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EQUIPMENT FOR HIGH ALTITUDE FLYING 


The Aerial Photogranhic Unit of the Materiel Division at Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, has completed certain eaquinment for high-altitude flying. Much. 
trouble has been exnerienced in-the ‘oast ‘by goggles completely frosting over at 
a temperature between 60° and 80° below zero. To -prevent this, goggles have _ 
been constructed having double glasses for each eye piece. These glasses are 
separated nearly an inch and an electrical heater warms the air space between, 

The amount of energy required to heat the goggles is 24 watts, which is 
tanped off the 12 volt airplane generator circuit. Electrically heated gloves 
have been constructed, using a different type of resistance than was heretofore 
used. The resistance units are semi-flexible and constructed of resistance 
wire that is not brittle and has approximately four times the tensile strength 
of copper. Four small units are used in each glove and all are connected in 
parallel so that the failure of one unit will not affect the operation of the 
others. 

A small double throw switch is provided so that in one position the two 
gloves are in series using ten watts, and in the other position the gloves are 
in multiple, using 40 watts. An electrical oxygen heater has been constructed 
for warming the oxygen gas just before it passes to the face mask of the user. 
This consumes 22 watts. It will be noted that the amount s of energy required 
are small, being less than that consumed by the average incandescent lamp. . 

It has been found by experience that only a comparatively small amount of 
energy is’ required to supply the additional warmth needed, particularly for’ 
gloves, 

---000--~ 


HIGH ALTITUDE PHOTOGRAPHY 


The Materiel Division of the Air Corns, Vright Field, Dayton, Ohio, recent- 
ly received from the Bureau of Standards two barographs and two recording ther- 
mometers used on the altitude flight of Lieut. Yarry A. Johnson and Captain 
Albert W. Stevens on December llth last. 

The recording thermometers in the barographs showed -47° C as the temperat 
ture of the barogranh elements. A recording thermometer in the same compartment 
in the tail of the plane as the barographs showed -52°C. The difference of five 
degrees shows that the barographs did not cool down even after almost an hour 
and three-quarters of flying at high altitude, to exactly the temmerature of the 
surrounding air. This recording thermometer in the tail compartment also showed 
that the temperature of the fuselage is 5° warmer than the air striking the 
wings of the airplane, because a similar thermometer on the outer strut of the 
airplane showed -57°C. 

This is the first time that recording thermometers of this type have been 
used. These thermometers recorded only the minimum temperature. They consist 
of bi-metallic spirals, actuating arms, at the end of which a stylus made a 
mark on a smoked metal plate. 

These instruments were devised by Mr. Yenrickson of the Bureau of Standards 
and constructed, in part, by the Materiel Division. The altitude of this 
flight, as computed from tables of the F.A.I., was 36,903 feet. The nhotographs 
secured on this flight came out successfully. Due to the priority of other work 
and the great amount of work involved in computing altitude by the camera, com- 
putations for true altitude have not, so fear, been made. It is probable that 
the true altitude will be. in the neighborhood of 38,000 feet, from a comparison 
of results obtained on other flights in which F.A.I, figures were compared with 
figures obsaiant by: measurements of the lens, camera image and ground survey. 

elie 


GUATEMALAN AIRMAN TO ATTEMPT ONE-STOP FLIGY? TO HIS NATIVE COUNTRY 


Lieut .-Colonel Oscar Morales, of the Guatemalan Air Corps, who has been witr 
the 3rd Attack Group at Fort Crockett, Texas, for the past six months,is,accord- 
ing to the News Letter Correspondent, daily expecting the errival of his new Waco 
Speedwing, in which he will attempt a one-stop flight to his native country. He 
intends to take-off from the Fort Crockett Airdrome, if the bumps can be smooth- 
ed out and the field proves to be, large enough to enable him to lift ‘the heavy 
load of gasoline. 
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AIRSHIP LANDING ON MUNITIONS BUILDING ROOF 


The first landing of an airskin on a building in Washington occurred shortly 
after one o'cloc.: on the afternoon cot Feoruary 5th. The landing was made on the. 
roof of the 7th wing of the Munitions Building. The airship, the TC+5-251, was - 
piloted on its trip to Washinton and return to Langley Field by Captain William 
J. Flood and Lieut. Uzal G. Ent, Air Corps. Other personuel aboard the’ airship 
were Major Rush 8. Lincoln, Lieut. Leslie F. Young, Technical Sergeant Johnson, 
Staff Sergeant Blacxie and Private B.J. Collins. Lieut. Otto Weinecke, Air 
Corns, assisted by Sergeants EH, D. Harper and A. Weiders, all of the 19th 
Airship Company, was the maneuvering: officer on the rocf of the tuilding. 

Due to a rather brisk cross-wind and the desire of the pilot to obtain the 
lay of the land, as it were, the airship circled the landings snot several times 
before it was so maneuvered as to nlacc the landinz rones within reach of the 
landing party of Bolling Field enlisted men who were or the roof. After the 
cnlisted men grasped the Seger the biz airship was hauled down to the roof with- 
out difficulty. 

This demonstration was sdeacia for the purpose of indicating the practica- 
bility of the airship for delivery of messagos in the military: service. Captain 
Flood delivered to Major-General James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps, at 
the latter's office in the Munitions Building, the following message; 

"Headquarters Langley Field 
Second Wing Air Corns 

Office of the Commanding Officer 

Langley Field, Virginia , 

: February 5, 1929. 

Subject: Delivery of Official Correspondence by a 

Dirigible Airshiv. 
To; Chief of Air Corns, Washington, D.C. 


1. With a view + demonstrating the practicability of using dirigible air- 
ships for delivery of mail and other articles as a routine matter in the military 
servicc, I desire to take this opnortunity to deliver this letter to yon person- 


ally by airsnip which will land on the roof of. your office tuilding this date. 


2. To my knowledge, this is the first instance in which mail has beeu 
carried from an army vost in any aircraft directly to the Office of the Chief of 
Air Corps and I believe it should mark a new enoch in the future use of airships. 

(Signed) Jacob W. S. Tuest, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Air Corns, 
Cormanding. 

The blimp rested on its unusual roost for about 20 mimtes, when its tro 
motors were started uy and it rose gracefully and headed for its home station at 
Langley Field. 

The TC-5-251 is assigned to the 19th Airshin Coimany at Langley Field, Va. 
It is the same airship which made a landinz> on the dec’s of the steamer 
"American Trader" about three miles off Ambrose Light, New York, on May 10th 
last, when it landed, transferred some caro, and took off again without halting 
the surface vessel. This feat was characterized at the time by the Chairmen of 
the Shipping Board as a new sten in ths coordination of air and water trans»or- 
tation. 

On the afternoon of February 4th, this airship flew over the Penasylvania 
Line Steamship "Virginia Lee," between 7 Norfoll:, Va., and Cape Charles, picked 
up a bag of mail off the deck by meaus of a grenoling hook, dronped a saci of 
mail on the deck, and then proceeded back to its home hangar, neither the surface 
vessel nor the airship halting daring this exchange of mail. The nilots on this 
flight were Cantain Villian J. Flood and Lieut. Otto Wienccke. 

About a month ago this airship picked unm a sack of mail from the roof of 
the Newmort News High School without difficulty. 

The TC-5 is the largest non-ricid tyne of airship in the Air Corps, measur- 
ing 200 feet in length. It is inflated -rith Helium, and its capacity is 
220,000 cubic feet. ‘ 

---990--- 
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MAJOR SPATZ MAKES OFFICIAL REPORT ON DURATION FLIGHT 


That refueling airplanes in mid air is not alone safe and practicable but 
also of distinct advantage in military and commercial air operations is pointed 
out in the report submitted to Major-General James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air ' 
Corps, by Major Carl Spatz, commanding officer of the Air Corps endurance plane 
QUESTION MARK which made history early in Jamary by remaining in the air for & 
almost seven days. i 

Major Spatz declares that the QUESTION MARK tests, aside from their enormous h 
military value, undoubtedly presage trans-oceanic and transcontinental flights 
without landing; that refueling may make transoceanic flying not alone practicable 
but also profitable; that the transcontinental air mail may be speeded up by at 
least six hours and that refueling while in flight makes for greater safety in 
unfavorable weather. 

"The flight of the QUESTION MARK," says Major Spatz's report in part, "demon- 
strates conclusively that one transport plane can safely refuel another transport 








plane in the air. These refuelings were done under practically every meteorologi- ; 
cal condition. Many contacts were made at night without any difficulty whatever. 
"Refueling has a distinct advantage in military operations. Refueling in 


flight allows bombardment aircraft to take off with heavier bomb loads and light- 

er gas loads. At present, bombardment aircraft has to svlit its possible load : 
almost evenly between fuel and explosives. In view of the lessons learned in ' 
this flight, it is now kmown that it is possible to take off with the same degree 
of safety with almost twice the bomb load, with a very light gasoline load and 
refuel in flight. Refueling also increases the radius of bombardment aircraft. 
With existing fuel arrangements, bombardment planes have a radius of action of 

not more than 1500 miles under the most favorable conditions. By refueling in 
flight, this radius of action can certainly be doubled and, in fact, it has 
scarcely any limit at all. Refueling also makes for greater safety for bombard- 
ment aircraft. The greatest hazard in flying bombardment planes, loaded with 
high explosives, comes in the take-off. The take-off is made mich safer since a 
lighter load can be carried, by taking off with lighter fuel loads and taking on 
fuel in the air after reaching a safe altitude. 

"In view of the experience of this flight, all the versonnel connected with 
this project are convinced that refueling can be apnlied successfully to pursuit, 
attack and observation aircraft. This will likewise increase the safety and 
radius of operation of flying planes of these types in military operations. 

"Refueling has a distinct application to commercial flying. The greatest 
hazard in the operation of commercial aircraft comes from taking off heavily load- 
ed transport planes from small or soft airdromes. Obviously, these planes have to 
carry enough gasoline to reach their destination or are required to land frequent- 
ly for fuel. The take-off from small fields can be obviated or at least made muct 
safer by carrying on the take-off very light gas loads and refueling in flight. 

"The experiments in connection with the QUESTION MARK undoubtedly presage 
transcontinental and transoceanic flights without landing. It is also well to 
point out that refueling in flight makes for greater speed in commercial opera- 
tion. Under present conditions, at least one-half hour is lost in landing, taking 
on fuel, and take-off. By refueling in flight this half hour for each stop can f 
be entirely eliminated since the commercial plane can proceed on its route as it 
is refueled. The transfer of mails across the continent can now be speeded up at 
least six hours by refueling in flight. At the present time such planes as we 
are acquainted with cannot fly across the ocean with enough gas load to reach 
their destination and at the same time carry any pay load whatever. By refueling 
en route the heavy gas load can be replaced by a pay load. Trans-oceanic flights 
will then be profitable. 

"Refueling makes for greater safety in flying in unfavorable weather. In 
both military and commercial flying pilots are quite frequently required to at- 
tempt flights in unfavorable weather due to lack of sufficient gasoline to go 
around or over local storms. When refueling has been developed to a point where 
refueling planes are located at frequent intervals throughout the country and 
when radio is carried by transport planes, it will be possible to fly around bad 
weather conditions and ask for fuel in flight." 

The official data with respect to the famous flight shows that a total of 
45 contacts were made covering a period of 5 hours and 52 mimtes. Nine of these 
contacts were made at night. They covered that transfer of 5660 , SSF? 
gallons of gasoline; 245 gallons of oil; 17 meals, water, batteries and other 
supplies representing an aggregate weight of about 40 tons. 
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LANGLEY FIELD PERSOMEL toutes tn coor EUNT 


A recular old=fadhioned coon mnt took place a few naiue from Langley Field, 
Ya., one night recently. The Langley Field personnel engaged in this frontier 
sport were Cantain and Mrs. George M. Palmer, Captain and Mrs. Eliot, Lieut. and 
Mrs. James E. Adams, Lieuts. L. $. Young and Corley P. McDarment. The courageous 
hunters met at the home of Mr. Collier, nor far from the field. After walking 
into a big woods, the dogs were released, A coon was soon started, and after a 
long and exciting trail, it was treed and captured. It was a —e old- 
fashioned ring-tailed coon. 

After the hunt, which was participated in by several civilians as well as 
the Langley Field people, all the hunters returned to Mr. Collier's house and 
gorgzed themselves with oysters on the half shell and hot dogs. 

---000--- 


ROCKWELL FIELD PURSUITERS FLY TO PHOENIX, ARIZONA. 


Nine pilots of the 95th Pursuit Squadron, led by Cantain H.M. Elmendorf, 
hopped over the desert in PW-9D's to Phoenix, Arizona, on Jamary 26th. The an- 
mual midwinter rodeo was in »rogress when the squadron arrived over Phoenix and, 
needless to say, the "broncs" and "bull-dodgers" were shoved right off the stages 
until the nine "bugs" landed. The flight was a surprise to the thousands of 
people assembled at the Fair grounds and came as a distinct treat. ; 

The officers were introduced to the stands as they entered special boxes,and 
Captain Elmendorf was prevailed unon to give a short speech over the radio and 
megaphone announcing system. The squadron arrived too late to witness the main 
events, so special broncho re-rides were made and -bull-dodging and meserntia mete 
exhibitions staged. 

The return flight was made the following day, January ©7th, via Yuma and 
Calexico. No forced landings, motor trouble or other difficulties marred the 
flying visit to the last frontier of the "Western Cowboys." 

---000--- 


AIR CORPS REINFORCEMENTS ARRIVE 
By the Wright Field Corresynondent 


Lieut. Franklin 0. Carroll is receiving congratulations unon the birth of a 
son, Patrick Colin, who arrived on Jamary 10th. Raking our memories, it is be- 
lieved the last son in the Materiel Division family made his a»nearance almost a 
year ago. The imortant young man was William Clement McMullen, and he arrived 
on the stage of operations on February 10, 1928. In the meantime, a bevy of 
young ladies - as they will no doubt be dubbed in future society columns - have 
appeared to enhance the drama of existence, among them - 


Young Lady . Daddy Date 
Shirley Parker Lieutenant James. E. Parker . April, 1928. 
Patricia Corkille " John D. Corkille April, 1928. 
Mary Fae Finter . Captain C. V. Finter august, 1928. 
Jean Mills. Lieutenant. Sam Mills August, 1928. 
Jeane Wolfe . : Leroy Wolfe November, 1928 
Jane Oliver Caldwell " Charles H. Caldwell November, 1928. 
Mary Caroline Carr " . | Harold H. Carr December, 1928. 
---000--- 


THIRD ATTACK GROUP ACTIVITIES 


A formation of nine A-3's, commanded by Cantain Wooten, Operations Officer, 
left Fort Crockett, Texas, January 25th, for San Angelo, Texas, where the person- 
nel attended the opening of the new airnort at that plane. . 

The total number of flying hours for the Grd Attack Group in 1928 was 10,020 
Hours'and 27 mimites. The present strength is 28 officer pilots and 3 enlisted 
pilots. The Group nor has 33 A-3 airplanes , two 0-5 and two DE4—MK (Tow Target). 
Lieut. Rose had a total of five hundred and ten hours and ten mimtes flying 
time for the calendar year 1928 . 
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CAPTAIN COOK LEAVES THE ARMY 


Captain Harvey Weir Cook,--A\ir Corps: who rendered corispituous service over- 
seas during the World War, tendered his resignation as an officer ef the Arny cn 
January llth to enter the employment of the Curtiss+Indiana. Company. . 

“Captain Cook was one of. the first members of the 94th. Squadron, the first. 
American pursuit organization at the front, and rendered gallant and’ meritorious. 
service during the entire period of the operations of. the Air Service, having. 
served actively at Chateau Thierry, San Mihiel and the Argonne. His seven con- - 
formed victories included three balloons, and he was decorated with the Dis- 
tinguished Service Cross with oak leaf cluster. 

Enlisting in the Aviation Section, Signal Corps, in France on September 13, 
1917, he took training under flying cadet status at ‘the 2nd Aviation. Instruction 
Center until December 10th. He was commissioned a lst Lieutenant in Jamary, 
1918, and received further flying training as a student officer until May, 1918. 
Serving as ferry pilot at Orly, France, from May to July, 1918, he was, on July 
leth, assigned to the 94th Aero Squadron and sent to the front. He served with 
that organization until its demobilization. In March, 1919, he was promoted to 
the grade of Captain. ; 

Upon return from duty overseas, Cantain Cook served at Selfridge Field, 
Mich., and Kelly Field, Texas. He was honorably discharged from the service on 
December 24, 1919. 

Captain Cook re-entered the Army the following year, being appointed a _ 
Captain in the Air Corps, Regular Army, on July 1, 1920. At the time of his | 
appointment he had flown approximately 800 hours as pilot in such types of planes 
as the Spad, DH-4, Sopwith Camel, Meupert. (all types), Fokker, Caudron, Curtiss 
JN4A, D and H, Standard, etc. 

Following his annointment in the Senses Army, Captain Cook served for 
several years at McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, where he graduated from the Air 
Corps Engineering School, and then at Langley Field, Va., where he was on duty 
as instructor in pursuit tactics at.the-Air: Corns Tactical School. 

His last assignment was with the Indiana aabtonen- Guard Air Service as 
Instructor. 
Captain Cook was born on June 30, 1892, at "Wilkinson, Indiana. He attend- 
ed the DePauw University for two years, and menhington and Jefferson one year. 
soos eam eRe. : 


DEATH OF LIEUT.. - COLONEL SET H W. COOK 


In the’. death of Lieut.-Colonel Seth W. Cook on Sebeunrr 10th last at Chamite 
Field, Ill., the Air Corps lost another. distinguished officer bearing that name 
within the: space of a month, the first one being Captain H. Weir’ Cook who, we 
are glad to say, is still in the land of the living. 

Funeral services for Colonel Cook were held at the receiving vault at 
Arlington National Cemetery on Friday, February 15th. During the ceremony a for- 
mation of 02-H observation planes from Bolling Field hovered overhead. -- The parti- 
cipating pilots in this formation were. Captains Harold M.: McClelland, Ross G. 
Hoyt, Lieuts. Newton Longfellow and Louis M: Merrick. The pallbearers were Cols. 
Leon B. Kromer, Cavalry; Walter T. Bates, Genera] Staff. Corps; James M. Graham, 
Inspector General's Department; Lieut.-Colonels Roy T. Kirtland, Harry Graham and 
Henry C. Pratt of the Air Corps. 

Colonel Cook was a veteran-ef the Spanish-American’ War, enlisting in the 
Cavalry June 1, 1898. Apvointed from the ranks, he was’ commissioned a 2nd Lieut. 
of Cavalry on February 2, 1901; vromoted to lst Lieut. April 18, 1909, and to 
Captain July 1, 1916. After seeing service with the Punitive Exvedition in Mexicc 
under General Pershing, he was detailed to the Aviation Section, Sig. Corps; took 
flying training at the Aviation School at San Diego, rats, and was ratec a 
Junior Military Aviator on June. 15,.1917. 

While with the Air Corps, Colonel Cook served successively: at Columbus, N.M. 
with the lst Aero Sqdn.; at “elly Field,.Texas; Gerstner Field, Lake Charles, La.; 
Scott Field, Ill.; Ellington Field, Houston, Texas; and Taylor Field, Alabama. 

Relieved from detail with the Air Corps and serving fora brief period with 
the lst Cavalry at Douglas, Arizona, he was shortly afterwards. permanently com- 
missioned in the Air Corps and served at Kelly Field, Texas, and as Air Officer 
of the 5th Corps Area at Columbus, Ohio, »~rior to his. being assigned on June 30, 
1928, as en Officer of Chamte Field, Ill., his last station. 
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AIR RESERVE ACTIVITIES IN WESTERN PENIS TLVANIA 
' By the News Letter Corresnondent : 


- In order tc discover and learn all about the activities of other Air Corps 
Reserve activities and organizations thruout the United States, it was thought 
that. a brief resume of the work being accomplished in Western Pennsylvania by 
the 99th Division Organized Reserve Air Corps Units would not be remiss and 
would lead to some expressions from othcr Air Corps Reserve Airdromes. 

The Air Corps Reserve Units of the 99th Division comrise the 324th Obser- 
vation Squadron, 324th Photo Section, and the Headquarters Detachment, 99th 
Division Air Corps, all coimosed of reserve officers ana enlisted reservists 
residing in the Yestern Pennsylvania district. When first organized, there was 
no flying field from which the reserve officers could fly, but thru the efforts 
of the Aero Club of Pittsburgh, an organization composed of vractically all 
aviators who flew during the last war in all armies, both Allied and German, a 
tract of land, now called Rodgers Field, was made available. This tract was 
leased by the Club, which in turn leased same to the Government as a Reserve 
Airdrome. Finding the terms of the lease too burdensoue, the Aero Club success- 
fully persuaded the City of Pittsburgh to purchase the land and lease it to the 
Government for a neriod of ten years. 

The-War Department erected two standard size hangars and a gasoline and oil 
storage system, placed lst Lieut. Royal B. Lew, Air Corps, now Personnel Adjutant 
at Kelly Field, Texas, in charge thereof, with three Civil Service mechanics, 
and furnished six airplanes of the JIS type together with the necessary supplies. 

The past summer saw approximately 55 reserve officers fly about 400 air- 
craft hours. This can be considered as remarkable when it is taken into account 
that there were but two airplanes stationed here for a greater part of the time. 
All of the JN type airplanes had been eliminated in September, and there were 
but two PT-1 airplanes stationed here until late in the year, when two more were 
added to our equipment. A Douglas 0-2 airplane was also added for the use of 
Captain Thomas ‘S. Voss, Air Corps, the present Unit Instructor. With the coming 
of good weather, an intoresting and intensive training program will be put into 
effect, with flying practically every day and the carrying out of a practical 
mission, - + tN 

In competition with several other Air Reserve squadrons which were at 
Langley Field, Va., last summer for two weeks of active duty training, the or- 
ganization was awarded a cup for being the best all-around Reserve squadron in 
the Third Corps Area. 

The present training program calls for the carrying on by the squadron of- 
ficers exclusively, with only an occasional bit of assistance from the Unit 
Instructor, They will make the necessary plans, carry them out, etc.; in fact, 
run the organization as though they were in complete charge. This will prepare 
them for their coming summer training camp at Langley Field in July, when it is 


hoped that they will be permitted to take over the affairs oF one of the Regular 


Army units stationed there. 

A number of the pilots of this organization are ieatiiaie in commercial avia- 
tion, Out of a total of 35 flying officers, 15 hold a Department of Commerce 
transport license; three a limited commercial license and three private licenses. 
Right pilots also hold a mechanic's license issued them by the Department of 
Commerce, Three of the transport pilots are engaged by ‘the local Air Mail: line 
as air mail pilots flying between Cleveland and Pittsbursh, 

The organization also boasts of the larzest group of enlisted reservists 
(68) assigned to any one reserve unit. Practically all of them are engaged in 
some phase of aviation which will fit. them for active duty in case of a national 
emergency, We find 1l.pilots amon; them, one of whom has a.transport license, 


‘3 hold limited commercial licenses ‘and the remainder »rivate pilot's licenses. 


Nineteen of the reservists hold a mechanic's. license issued by the Department 
of Commerce - both airplane and airplane engine. Amongst the personnel we find 
all occupations necessary to carry on a Reguler Army unit, such as clerks, auto- 
mobile mechanics and chauffeurs, several electricians, a chemist, several 
lawyers, policemen, draftsmen,. oil refiner, tailors, cooks, radio electrician 
and . operator, welders, cabinetmakers, telephone Linesman, and operator, a photo- 
grapher, a journalist, and so on. 

These enlisted reservists are so enthusiastic over “their work that they even 


. attend drill once a week given them by a Resular Army noncommissioned officer. 
Pee attend all the prescribed Unit moetings, hold their own in the Corresponds. 
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ence Course School lessons and come out to the field to receive practical instruc 
tion from the Chief Mechanic. 

We are setting a nace for dine Rennie to shoot at. This coming 
year we hope to take many of the enlisted men te camp for the two.weeks' train- 
ing period and give them some actual exntrience. Last year ten of them paid 
their own way and attended camp without entailing any expense to the government. 
They spoke so highly of their experience that everyone is anxious to attend this 
year's camp. ah 

---000--— 


AVIATION IN SUROPE DESCRIBED BY MR. IDL. 
By A. M. Jacobs 

Mr. J.J. Ide, American peguosautatiee- of the National Advisory Committee 
for Acronautics, whe has been in the United States since early in December when 
he came to attend the International Conference and the Chicago Air Exhibition, 
was a recent visitor at Wrisht Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Ide's address to the Wrisht Field personnel was, as always, stimlat- 
ing, his intimate knowledge of technical develonments in the foreign fields 
being like the opening of a door to eyes eager for broader visions. He spoke 
of the German Aero Show held at Berlin and of the giant aircraft. on display 
there, also of the huge seanlanes being built by the Rohrbach and Dornier. 
companies. One of these Rohrbachs, not. quite completed, he described as being 
powered with le Juniter engines arranged in six tandem groups above the wing. 
He spoke of. the continved interest in and deve loprent of the ~ater-cooled en- 
gine in.Germany and England. 

"The Germans," Mr. Ide said, oa their passenger sibine-anetusieihe by 
having long exnaust pipes carried back to a point behind the cabin, which makes 


- it perfectly possible to converse with the windows apen. . While the Germans lead 


the world in passenger aviation, all nassenger planes in Europe have ‘become ex- 
ceedinzly comfortable. These airplangs have plenty of leg and head room, Each 
passenger has his own window and usually a collansible table for his use. They 
have, in fact, all the coxforts of a first class railroad car. These services 
also have an elaborate radio*comminication system. ‘They know the weather condi- 
tions within one hour:of take-off." a <5¢ 

a resume of the military situation was given. He spoke of the light train- 
ing planes in use in Italy and France, where they consider it wasteful to use 
expensive pursuit types to keep.pilots in training; of the French multiplace de 
combat, a 5-seater fichter, the outstanding examole of which is the Bleriot 127, 
with two 500 horsepower Hispano Suiza engines. Three-seater Fokcers have also 
been ordered by the Ditch Governnent for lone distance reconnaissance purposes. 
The idea of this Fokker is to yrotect the observer from rear attacks. The 
French Technical Service has undergone consideravle ex»xansion under the present 
Air Minister, M. Eynac, who has increased the aypropriations for the scientific 
and technical work of the Government to the total of $10,000,000, an increase 
from four to fifteen percent of the total budget of the French Air Force. 

Mr. Ide plans to remain in the United States about a month. longer to com- 
plete his technical observations, wnen he will-return.to his work.in Paris. It 
is hoped that Mr. Ide's visits to tne Materiel Division may be an.annual event. 

---000--— 


PAN AMERICAN sia PILOT VISITS LANGLEY FIELD 


Mr. Robert H. Fatt, Jr., crack pilot’ OF the new Pan-American Airways, 
dronped into Langley Field.Jan. 27th with a Fokxer F-10 on his way to Miami, 
Havana, Colon, and other points south. Bad weather. in the form of dense fog 
held him up for two days at this field. He stated that he would not ordinarily 
stop becausé of fog or other bad veatuer, but since there was no great rush to 
get away he would wait until clear weather, While here he was the guest. of 
Lieut. W.R, Wolfinbarger, an old mail pilot pal of Fatt's. 

Me. Fatt was enthusiastic over the Pan-American prospects, From the gen- 
eral tone of his talk, it apnears that the big aerial companies being formed 
are desirous of "chiseling" out the best of the.Army vilots, esvecially those 
with wide exsericnce. And with remedial legislation for the Air.Corps at a 


standstill, the News Letter Corres-ondent from Langley Field opines that this 
should not be hard to do. 
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LARGE GRADUATING CLASS FROM THE ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


The largest gradunting class in the history or the Advanced Flying School at 
Kelly Field, Texas, since the noe ation of the war, numbering 82 Flying Cadets 
and four officers from other haaraeas of the Rezular Army, will receive their: 
wings on February 28th next. At that time these students will have finished 
their four months! course of advanced flying training at Kelly Field-rhich, con- 
bined with the eight months! work performed at one of the two Primary Flying 
Schools of the Air Corns, will constitute a full year of intensive flying train- 
ing nov required beYore the rating of "airplane pilot" can be bestowed. 

eventy-one of these stucents will be cormissioned as second lieutenants in 
the Air Corps Reserve, and ten students, who hold Reserve cormissions in other 
branches of the military establishnent, will be transferred to the Air Corns. 
Those students who are slated for transfer to the Air Corps Reserve are Cadets 
Kenneth C. Brown, Edwin A. Dietel, Haywood S. Hansell, Hans T.3. Hertzberg, John 
P, Kenny, William Lecel Lee, James T. McCauley, Harry A. Saunders, Walworth D. 
Slingerland and Reginald F.C. Vance. One member of the class, Cadet Edward 
Harrison Alexander, of Hovart, Indiana, already holds a commission as Second 
Lieutenant in the Air Corps Reserve 

The four commissioned officers of the Regular Arzy who are scheduled to grad- 
uate have been assigned to Air Corns stations for duty as follors: 

Second Lieutenant Cecil E. Henry, Selfridze Field, Michigan. 

Second Lieutenant Janes A. Willis, Langley Field, Virginia. 

Seconc Lieutenant Sarmel J. Simonton, Fort Crockett, Texas. 

Seconda Lieutenant Xenreth P. McNaughton, Post Ficld, Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 

The only foreign reovresentative in the graduating class is Cadet Ramon Arias, 

native of Panama, who is a graduate of the United States Military Academy, West 
Point, New York, and the son of Panchot Arias, former Panamanian Minister to 
Germany. 

Two students of the Class, Cadets Richard I. Dugan and Raymond Lb, Winn, are 
members of the famous Ceternillar Cluod. Both of these students, while undergoing 
vrimary flying training, were forced to resort to the paracimte in order to reach 
the ground safely. Each one, while practicing aerial acrobatics, was unable to 
regain control of his ‘lane in time after it went into a tail syin. The perform- 
ance of the Army paractmte enabled them to continue their trainins with the rest 
of their comrades. 

The State of California once more takes the lead in the matter of student 
representation with 13 prosxective graduates, Kansas being next in order with Six. 
among the cities renresented, Weshington leads with four students. 

Of the 82 gradvating Cadets, 68 have signified their desire for a tour of 
extended active cuty under their Reserve commission. They will be assigned to 
air Corps flying fields, as follows: .27 to Langley Field, Va.; 1 to Mitchel 
Field; 11 to Selfridge Field, Mich.; 2 to “Maxwell Field, Ala.; 3 to Marshall 
Field, Fort Riley, Kansas; 10 to Fort Crockstt, Galveston, Texas; 2 to Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas; 2 to Post Field, Fort Sill, Okle.; 8 to Rockwell Field, Coronado, 
Calif., and 2 to Crissy Field, Presidio ef San Frarcisco, Calif. 

It is possible that a fair percentage of these new Reserve officers will 
take the examination for permanent amaintmont in the Air Corns, Regular Army, as 
has been the case vith students sraduating in previous classes. 

The prospective graduates of the Advanced Flying School are listed below, 
as follows; 


ARIZONA Harry A. Saunders Tucson CasLITORNIA Noble G. Hueter SanFran cisco 
ALABAMA Thomas L. Mosley insley J.Arthur Ronin Santa Ana 
ARKANSAS James V. McCauley ,El Dorado J.Zarold Bundy San Jose 
CALIFORNIA Sam W. Cheney § Lerheley David R. Graves Los Angeles 
M.H. Anderson . tSerkeley COLORADO George F, Kinzie Greeley 
H. S, Hansell,Jr. Berkeley DIST, COL. R.F.C. Vance Vashington 
Allen J. Miclle Alameda James H. Wallace Washington 
Trenholm J. Meyer Antioch Chas. W. Alverson Washington 
Lewis R. Parker Peaumont Edvin M. Day Washington 
Richard B, Stith Hollywood FLORIDA Wa. C. Davis | Saratosa 
Clarence K.Roath Pasadena GiORGIA Svencer Callaway Atlanta 
Kenneth C.Browmm Sacramento Williem P, Sloan Atlanta 
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IDAHO Leonard F.Harman Boise WN. CAROLINA Edwin L.Tucker Laurinbur: 


INDIANA Otis F. Bryan Bloomington _ Albert Boyd Ashville 
Harley R. Grater Lebanon OHIO Robt. H. Clarke Dayton 
Edw.H. Alexander Hobart Sarmel R. Spiker Piqua 
IOWA Herry E.Campbell Des Moines Robert M.Wilson Toledo 
Morley F.Slaght Mt. Vernon H.F. Zimmerman Clyde 
KANSAS Chas. F. Scott Iola Dudley D. Hale Solon 
Floris W. Shade Hays OKLAHOMA Jack H. Neale Shawnee 
Raymond L. Winn Kanorado Chester Gilger Enid 
Jack W. Wood Kansas City OREGON Byron S. Warner Pendleton 
Wm. M. Campbell Marion W.F. Phillippi Portlanc 
L.z. Brownfield Independence Ivan D. Houston Eugene 
KENTUCKY Glenn F. Fields Whitesburg John P. Kenny ‘Portland 
LOUISIANA Richard V.Conover Lale Charles George H.Pfeuffer Portland 
Al Nugier Booth Abbeville NORTH DAKOTA Wm. A. Matheny Carrington 
MASS. M.S. Hollidge East Milton TENNESSEE Harry H. Jones’ Nashville 
MICHIGAN Durward 0. Lowry Ann Arbor H.L. Grills Somerville 
John §.B. Harvey Traverse City John W. Thomas. Chattamooga 
MINNESOTA W.D. Slingerland Kasson TEXAS H.T.E.Hertzberg SanAntonio 
MISSOURI Flint Garrison,Jr. St. Louis Wm. H. Maverick SanAntonio 
N.A.Laurenzana Kansas City Edwin A. Dietel NewBrannfels 
M. F. Tindall Excelsior Spgs Wm. Lecel Lee Weatherfor 
Marl Estes Springfield G.M. Lasater Falfurrias 
Ralph A. Murphy Kansas City WEST VA. H.G.Nicholson,Jr.Charlesto: 
MONTANA Richard I. Dugan Whitefish VIRGINIA Frank Armstrong,Jr.Richmon 
NEBRASKA Horace J. Reid Pilger C.Weston Goode Salem 
N. H. T.Robt .Starratt Manchester WISCONSIN Paul M.Jacobs Wauwautosa 
NEW YORK Villiam T.Colman Dunkirk Frank W.Raymond Rhinelande: 
Thomas §. Power,Great Neck,LI PANAMA Ramon Arias Panama Cit; 
---000--- 


PICTORIAL HISTORY OF AVIATION SHOWN AT WRIGHT FIELD 


A new moving nicture screen, 16 by 12 feet, has been painted on the stage 
wall of the auditorium of the Materiel Division at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 
The window drapes have been adjusted to properly exclude light, and other improve- 
ments have been made to better the facilities for satisfactory moving picture pro- 
jection, chariges vhich have been contemplated ever since the removal to socal 
(still) new Wright Field. 

The first film to be shown under the improved conditions was one assembled b: 
the National Cash Register Company for the entertainment of the International 
delegates called for conference by President Coolidge, and also to celebrate the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of flight. This film was entitled "Twenty-Five Years of 
Flight." Since much of it had been made by the Materiel Division, it was shown 
for the Division personnel on Jamary 22nd, and as a very detailed pictorial his- 
tory of aviation since the first flight it was greatly enjoyed. 

---000--- 


ATTACK GROUP PILOTS PARTICIPATE IN AIR MEET AT MIAMI, FLA. 


A flight of nine A-3's, piloted by Major John H. Jouett, Lieuts. McHenry, 
McGinley, Gross, Zeigler, Flock, George, MacNair and Kelley, carrying as passen- 
gers Captain Charles E. Brenn, M.C., Flight Surgeon, and crew chiefs, departed 
from Fort Crockett, Texas, for Miami, Fla. Ime to inclement weather, the depart- 
ure was made in the afternoon, landing being made at Pensacola, Fla., where the 
personnel enjoyed the hospitality of the Navy for the night. 

With the combined efforts of many sailors, the D-12's were started on an ex- 
ceptionally cold morning, and the flight arrived in Miami that’ evening. Ive to 
the bad weather, several of the civilian entries for the air meet did not arrive, 
and Major Jouett was asked to take charge of military and naval entries in order 
that a satisfactory meet could be arranged. Several cups were won by service 
pilots who, it is believed, zontributed in a large measure to the success of the 
meet. It was intended to make the return flight to Galveston in one day, but a 
balky engine caused a delay in starting, and it vas necessary to land at New 
Orleans. The field at Fort Crockett is not equipped with landing lights and Maj. 
Jouett did not deem it advisable to come in after dark with the nine airplanes. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: 1st Lieut. Walter K. Burgess relieved from detail with 
Organized Reserves, 9th Corps Area, Santa Monica, Calif., and detailed to duty 
at University of Illinois, Urbana, I11. 
lst Lieut. Harold Brand, leth Obs. Squadron, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, to 
duty in Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington. 
. Upon completion of tour of duty in Panama lst Lieut. Burton F. Lewis to 
proceed to Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., for duty. 
Major Percy E. Van Nostrand to duty as instructor at Air Corps Tactical 
School, Langley Field, Va., upon completion. of tour of duty in Hawaii. 
Major Herbert A. Dargue relieved as student at Army War College, Washington 
D.C., and to Newport, R.I. not later than July 1, 1929, for duty as student, 
1929-1930 course, at Naval War.College, 
Major Hubert 2. Harmon relieved from duty as Assistant Military Attache for 
Air, London, England, and to United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y. 
for duty May 1, 1929. 
Major B.Q. Jones relieved from further assignment and duty as student at 
Army War College and detailed as member of War Department General Staff, effec- 
tive July 1, 1929. 
Upon completion present course of instruction at Air Corps Tactical School, 
Langley Field, Va., Capt. Douglas Johnston to serve as instructor thereat. 
Captain Oliver S, Ferson, upon corpletion of present course of instruction 
at Air Corps Tactical School, Langley Field, to duty as Instructor at Air Corps 
Technical School, Chanute Field, Ill. 
lst Lieut. Raphael Baez, Jr., from duty with 11th Bombardment Squadron to 
duty at Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, Calif. 
lst Lieut. Wm. R. Sweeley, instructor at Primary Flying School, March 
Field, to duty at Clover Field, Santa Monica, Calif., with Organized Reserves. 
end Lieut. Kenneth P. McNaughton, unon completion of present course of in- 
struction at Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, to Post Field, Fort Sill,Okla. 
lst Lieut. Joseph Smith, Kelly Field, to the Philippines, sailing from 
San Francisco on or about March 9, 1929. 
RELIEVED FROM DETAIL TO THE AIR CORPS: end Lieut. Walter G. Staley to the 25th 
Infantry, Fort Huachuca, Arizona. ; 
2nd Lieut. Carl H. Sturm to Signal Corps, 2nd Div., Fort Sam Houston, Tex. 
end Lieut. Thomas J. Cody, Signal Corps, to 2nd Div. Fort Sam Houston, Tex. 
end Lieut. John B. Allen to Signal Corps, lst Division, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
end Lieut. Ralph J. Butchers, Infantry, to end Div., Fort Sam Houston,Tex. 
end Lieut. Carl S. Graybeal, Infantry, to 2nd Div., Fort Sam Houston, Tex. 
lst Lieut. Walter R. Hensey, Jr. to Field Art. 2nd Div. Ft. Sam Houston. 
DETAILED TO AIR CORPS AND TO BROOKS FIELD; TEXAS, JULY 1, 1929, FOR TRAINING: 
end Lieut. Frederick P. Munson, Infantry. 
end Lieut. William C. Sams, Jr., Infantry. 
end Lieut. Thomas R. Horton, Infantry. 
end Lieut. David P. Laubach, Corps of Nngineers. 
RESERVE OFFICERS DETAILED TO EXTENDED ACTIVE DUTY: 
2nd Lieut. Wm. Chamberlayne Bentley, Jr. to Langley Field,Va. to June 30,29. 
end Lieut. Edward H, Alexander,March 1,1929 to Feb. 28,1930,Selfridge Field 
end Lieut. Wm. Douglas Herring, March 1,1929 to Febiuary 28, 1930, at Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas. 
RESERVE OFFICERS RELIEVED FROM EXTENDED ACTIVE DUTY: 2nd Lieutenant James N, 
Peyton, Reserve, February 19, 1929. 
RESIGNATIONS: 2nd Lieutenant Homer Ceylon Manson, Air ae 
Captain Harvey Weir Cook. 
---000--- 


CHANGES IN STATUS OF ATR CORPS ENLISTED MEN 


lst Sergeant John 2. Bluhm, 20th Bombardment Squadron, Langley Field, Va., 
placed upon the retired list.. 
Staff Sergeant Wallace C. Cotton, }1th School Group, Brooks Field, Texas, 
placed on the retired list. 
Technical Sergeant George Anderson, 47th School Squadron, March Field, 
Calif., promoted to Master Sergeant, 
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Staff Sergeant James H.: Craine (J. A.P.). 59th Service Squadron, Langley Field 
promoted to Technical Sérgeant. 

ist Sergeant James F, Smyth, Bolling Field,. promoted to. Master Sergeant. 

lst Sergeant George Garner, 5th Observation Sqdn. Mitchel’ Field, placed on 
the retired list. 

Master Sergeant Fred Kelly, Airplane Pilot, arch’ Field, Calif., discharged 
by purchase, thus reducing number of enlisted | pilots, including Lighter-than-Air 
and J,A.P's, to 37. 

Staff Sergeant Edward Wetteran,. Kelly. Ficld, appointed Technical Sergeant 
Jamary 9, 1929, to fill vacancy recently authorized, . 

Staff Sergeant. Gust A. Tayloe, Chamate Field, appointed Technical Sergeant 
Jamiary 9, 1929, to fill one of newly authorized vacancies. 

Master Sergeant Robert Hornby, 41st School Squadron, Kelly Field, placed on 


the retired list. 


Warrant Officer Emory L. Wallace rélieved from duty at 6th Corps Area Hars. 


and ‘assigned to duty at Eqrs.. 4th Corps Area. 


Technical Sergeant George Gordon appointed Master Sergeant to fill vacancy 
in 41st School Squadron, Kelly Field, Texas. 

Technical Sergeant James. H. Crawley apnointed as Master Sergeant and Staff 
Sergeant Tm. V. Aople as Technical Sergeant to fill vacancies at Fort Crockett, 
Texas, due to retirement of Master Sergeant George B. Reymond. 

DIED -- Sergeant Mike Roshak, Jamaary 22, 1929, at Fort ScHowston, Texas, of 
injuries received when struck by a propeller at Brooks Field. 

---000--- 


ASSOCIATE ED PRESS APPRECIATES AIR CORPS COOPERATION 


Mr. Walter B. Clausen, Associated Press Corres»ondent, in a recent letter 
to the Secretary of War, stated: 
"My dear Mr. Davis: 

I wish to exnress to you an anpreciation for the splendidly efficient ar- 
rangements of the War Devartment by which information has been made so easily 
available to the press on the flight of the "Question Mark" to date. 

At Metropoliten Airport and Rockwell Field, representatives of the press 
have found what I am pleased to term an ideal situation. Under the administra- 
tion of Mr. H.J. Adamson and Press Relations Officer, Lieut. Clarence P. Kane, 
facilities have been so adequately provided that not only have requests been 
promptly met, but the needs of the newspapermen have been anticipated. Mr. 
Adamson and Lieut. Kane revealed basic newspaper training so valuable for the 
duties entrusted to them. We have found in every Army officer connected with the 
mission a most delightful spirit of cooperation. I have met every officer at 
Rockwell Field and the Metropolitan Airport, and it is a pleasure to say that 
there is not a single excention. | 

Such field arrangements, revealing administration by those who have a valu- 
able background of press experience, provide a ‘service which reflects most credit- 
ably to the Army and to the War Department. 

I feel that you will be interested to know that I am writing to General 
Manager Kent Cooper of the Associated Press that the Army has won a higher pride 
‘in these most satisfactory field arrangements for the press. 

Pie tan <e 


READ THIS AND WEEP _- ae 
. ? 
From time to time there are received in the Office of the Clef of the 
Air Corps from various sources letters which are most horrible examples of 
wretched spelling, poor grammar and sheer nonsense. A letter along somewhat 
differents lines recently found its way in the Personnel Division which fur- 
nished eloquent testimony of the surprising lack of knowledge concerning the 
United States Army in quarters where one would leest expect it. This letter, 
coming from an educational institution and transmitting the echo iatis record 
of one of its undergraduates who was an applicant for apnointment as Flying 
Cacet in the Army Air Corps, was addressed as follows: 
"A, D. Jutant, General . 
. Washington, D.C. 


My dear Mr. Jutant: 
* * KK KK KK OR K RK Kw OT 
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NEWLY: COMMISSIONED OFFICZRS IN THE AIR. CORPS 


As a result of the. examination held on January 17th last of candidates for 
appointment as end Lieutenant in the Air Corns, Resular Army, 48 qualified for 
such ampointment. The names of these newly commissioned Air Corps officers and 


the stations to which they 


follows; 

Name 
Walker, Ronald R. 
Broughton, Donald E. 
Erickson, Wilbur 
Brownfield, Ralph 0. 
Hix, Guy F. 
Pirtle, Robert E.L. 
Hudson, LeRoy 
Pillet, Frederick A. 
Pitts, Joel G. 
Rice, Eugene H. 
Berry, John C. 
Mallory, Joel E. 
Williams, Roger V. 
Ives, Norman HE. 
Robinson, Stanley K. 
Solter, Andrew F. 
Fator, Lilburn D. 
Glantzberg, Frederick E. 
Henry, Draper F. 
Akre, Roland 0.8. 
Shephard, Willard R. 
Buciman, Donald W. 
Higgins, Warren H. 
Tull, Lloyd H. 
Agee, Walter R. 
Stranathan, Leland S. 
Robertson, William A.R. 
Heber, Reginald 
Johnson, Robert D. . 
Pennington, Hanford W. 
Kelley, Archibald M. 
Zeigler, Francis’ M. 
Barr, Julius A, 
Winefordner, John A. 
Moore, Aubrey 
Theison, Carl F. 
Sanders, Homer L. 
Wurtsmith, Paul B. 
Warburton, Ernest K. 
Shanahan, Paul E. 
Duckworth, Joseph B. 
Earnest, Charles H. 
McArthur, William H. 
Woodbury, Murray C, 
Bawsel, Lindsay M. 
Kayo, Minton W. 
Lyon, Donald R. 
Hansen, George ¥. 


OFFICERS OF OTHER 


Station 


are to be assigned to duty. are given below, as 


Marshall Field, Fort Riley, .Kansas. 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif. 


Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 


Mitchel Field, Long Island, New York. 
" 


" 
" 


Langley Field, Hampton, Va. 
i 


" 
tt 


‘Bolling; Field, Anacostia, D.C. 


" 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. 


if 


Selfridge Field, Mt. 


" 


Clemens ,. Mich. 


Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala. 
" 


" 
" 


- Orissy Field, Presidio San Francisco,Cal. 


'f 
i 


merit tinna 


BRANCHES . TRANSFERRED TO AIR CORPS 


Special Orders of the War Deoartment, recently issued, announced the trans- 
fer of the following-named officers from various branches of the service to the 
Army Air Corps, effective Jamary 22, 1929, with rani from Jamary 14, 1927, viz: 

end Lieutenant Orrin L. Grover, Coast Artillery Corps. 
end Lieutenant Neil B. Harding, Infantry. 
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2nd Lieutenant Charles A. Harrington, Corps of Engineers 
end Lieutenant John C. Crosthwaite, Cavalry 
end Lieutenant James D. Curtis, Coast Artillery Corps 
end Lieutenant Milton M. Towner, Field Artillery 
«nd Lieutenant Marvin M. Burnside, Coast Art. Corps. \rank June 30 1926) 
“rd Lieutenant Maurice F. Daly, Field Artillery. 
«nd Lieutenant David M. Hackman, Infantry. 
end Lieutenant George W. McGregor, Field Artillery. 
#nd Lieutenant Fey R. Upthegrove, Infantry. 
2nd Lieutenant Ernest G. Schmidt, Infantry. 
end eteeimennes Orrin L. Grover, Coast Artillery Corps. 
cilia " 


ATR CORPS COOPERATION PRAISED 


Expressing his avpreciation of the cooperation of the Air Corps in a recent 
search for Mr. Louis Sweet, who was lost on the ice near Crane Island in Lake 
Michigan, Mr. John L.A. Galster, of the Petoskey Portland Cement Co., Petoskey, 
Michigan, addressed the fullowing commnication to Colonel Charles Danforth, 
Commanding Officer of Selfridge. Field, Mt. Clemens, Michigan: 

"Dear Colonel Danforth; 

I want to take this opportunity of thanking you for the assistance given us 
in connection with the search for Mr. Sweet who was lost out on the ice. Natural- 
ly, we regret that the search was in vain. Nevertheless, it was ably carried 
on, and not only the close relatives and friends of Mr. Sweét but the entire 


. northern part of the Lower Peninsula appreciate the splendid effort that was 


made to locate Mr. Sweet. 

Your men, Lieuts. Elliott and Cobb and Sergeant Buff made a very aciihahle 
search and worked at times against great odds, and their work reflects credit 
upon the. United States Army." . g 

Another letter addressed to Colonel Danforth from Mr. Henry Sullivan of 
Petoskey, Mich., dated January 30th, reads as follows: 

"As director°of the search for Louis Sweet, who was lost out on the ice 
near Crane Island in Lake Michigan, I want to express my sincere appreciation 
for the splendid service rendered by the aviators in assisting in ‘this searca. 
I am sure that I voice the sentiment of the entire commnity when I say that 
we are all deeply indebted to you for this service. I personally know that the 
aviators risked their own lives for many hours in this task, and I know that 
every foot of territory was thoroughly covered by them. It was not their fault 
that they did not see Louis Sweet in the light house in which he took refuge. 
He was not in sight himself when the planes circled around the light house time 
after time, nor did he leave out any signal of distress from which it could be 
determined that he was there. At the time the planes circled the light house 
Sweet was stretched out inside the light house, unable to even raise his heac 
to give a signal. I was personally with the various planes when this territory 
was searched, and I kmow that we flew as near the light house as was consistent 
with safety, and if there had been the least visible-*signal of distress at that 
time we would have seen it. 

The aviators deserve a great deal of credit in this service, and I want you 
to know that the entire community appreciates all that they have done." 

~--000--- 


MAJOR PEEK BOMBED 


Major Norman W. Peek, Air Corps, stationed at Langley Field, Va., was 
struck by a fragment of an aerial bomb recently during a realistic bomb raic 
near Fort Eustis. The Major was the bomber in the rear seat of an Q-1l1, and 
when the plane dived low over the target he released his bomb. The bomb ex- 
ploded, hurling fragments into "constructive" enemy personnel, but apparently 


- not content with constructive ground casualties, it sailed a piece up into the 


air and nicked the flying Major over the left eye. 
Major Peek says that a few more such experiences will harden him and make 


him immune to bomb explosions. 
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DAWN TO DUSK FLIGHT TO PANAMA , 


A dawn-to-dusk flight from this country to the Panama Canal Zone will be 
launched on March 10th by the Arryy Air Corns. The first model of the P-12 -new- 
est and fastest of Army pursuit nlanes - delivered to the Air Corps has been 
selected for this pioneering flight which, if successful, will indicate the nos- 
sibility as to rate of delivery for future express, mail and cargo service 
between this country and Central and South America. _ 

Captain Ira C. Eaker, who recently won distinction as Chief Pilot of the 
arny Air'Corns endurance nlane QUESTION MARK, will be at the controls of the 
plane which’ is a singlée-seater. The territory over which he will fly is not new 
to the flier, who covered it in 1926-27 as a member of the Pan-American Good 
Will Mission flight, and again last spring when he flew Assistant Secretary of 
War F, Truveée ‘Davison and Major-General James E. Fechet, Chief of Air Corps, on 
their inspection trip to the Canal Zone. in the event the southward dawn-to- 
dusixc project is successful, Cant. Eaker will stage another race with daylight and 
time on his return trin by leaving Panama at dawn in an endeavor to reach Browas- 
ville, Texas, that evening, and Washineton, D/C., the following day. 

Brownsville and France Field willbe tho blag of the flight. Between 
these two points, separated by a distance of some 2,000 miles, Captain Eaker will 
make five landings to take on fuel. ‘These stops » will be at Tammico and 
Minatitlan, Mexico; Guatemala City, Guatemala; Managua, Nicaragua; David, Repub- 
lic of Panama, and France Field. The gaps between these cities are about 350 
miles, excepting that between David and France Field, which is about 250 miles. 

At each of the stops, Cantain Eaker will take aboard 70 gallons of'extra 
high test airplane fuel consisting of 25% benzol and 75% aviation gasoline. 
Taking his cue from lessons learned durin: the cruise of the QUESTION MARK, Cant. 
Zaker will not follow the slow process of the ordinary method of filling his 
tanks ‘by pouring gas from tins through a funnel. Instead, there will be on the 
right side of the cockpit in-his ship a hand-wobble pump to which willbe attach- 
ed a 20 foot hose. “This hose Will be inserted into drums from which the gas will 
be pumped directly into the tanks aboard the plane. Inasmuch as the rate of flow 
through the pump is about 35 gallons per mimte, and as Captain Eaker will keep 
his motor running while refueling, it is estimated that each landing will con— 
sume no more than three or four mimtes. 

Aside from the pum and the hose, the- only other snecial equipment on’ the 
ship is a 70 gallon tank which will reylace the standard 50 gallon container 
fitted under the motor. This tank installation, together with the regular 50- 
gallon tank, built in the fuselage, gives the plane a total fuel capacity of 120 
gallons, which its 450 h. p. motor will consume at thé rate of 35 gallons an hour. 
The ship has a cruising speed of from 150 to 155 miles an hour, and a maximin 

speed of 188 m.p.h. However, Captain Taker does not intend to nush his motor to 
its top-notch syeed unless strong headwinds or other conditions shoulda ‘force him 
to-do so. He intends to run it at about 1750 r.y.m., which will give him an air- 
speed of about 150 ‘miles an hour, thus enabling him to reach Panama some 15 hrs. 
after his plane leaves the ground at 4 o'clock on the morning of March 10th. 

The ship which will be named "The Pan-American," is the latest Army pursuit 
plane.’ This fast and tiny aircraft - its win spread is only 23 feet and from tip 
to tail it measures not more than 7 yards - stands in sharp contrast to the huge 
tri-motored ship which Cant. Eaker piloted for so many hours during more than 40 
refueling contacts in mid-air. ‘It will not be possible to refuel the "Pan 
Anerican" in flight, as in the first place refueling shins are not fast enough to 
keey up with this nursuit ship. Its 450 hop. motor represents ‘the combined 
nower of two of the three engines used on the QUEST TION MARK. The power plant 4$ 
a @cylinder, air-cooled motor equipped with a suner charging arrangement which 
feeds air at sea level temperature and pressure into the carburetor, tims insur- 
ing efficieat engine performance up to extremely high ‘altitudes. The super 
charger will come in handy on the Minatitlan-Guatemala City lap, when Captain 
Eaker «ust climb to nearly 10,000 feet to get over the mountains vack of which 
lies the mile-high airport which serves the Guatemalan capital, 

The color scheme of the ship will be as unusual as it is striking. It will 
have an ebony body, crimson nose and tail, and silvery white wings. 

Captain Eaker is now in Seattle where the ship is being built. He plans to 
leave for Kelly Field shortly, maltin;; overaient stops at Oakland,Riverside and 
San Diego, Calif.; Tucson,Ariz.; El Paso and Midland, Texas. Thorough flight 
tests will be conducted at kelly Field, where also will be installed the special 
tank and the pumping gear. These details attended to, Captain Eaker will fly to 


Brownsville March 8th or Sth, so as to be ready to start the dawn-to-dusk flight 
on March 10th, if weather conditions are favorable. 
-~69- V-5853 ’ A.C. 








NOTES-FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS °~ 
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Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, Januery 31st. 





Flying training for the past month consisted of prectice and record firing 
in accordance witn Training Reguletions 440-40. The Fichth Attack Squadron has 
nearly completed the required course. The Ninetieth Attack Squadron will have 
the use of the ranges and tow terget facilities during the month of February, 

Annuel pistol prectice and. record firing will he held at Yort Crockett 
beginning Februery lst and Organization Commanders are already treining their 
personnel in trigger squeeze and sighting. 

Lieuts. Williams, McBlain and Robbins were ordered to the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center at Duncen Ficld. . The latest renorts from J.G. are that he is now 
learfing to be a dual instructor’ under the tutelage of his former students at 
Brooks Yield. 

Lieut. Davidson, in addition to being Group Armament Officer, is now 
Commanding the Sixticth Service Squadron, and Lieut. McGinley is the Engineer 
Officer. — 

Due to the recent filled in area adjacent to Fort Crockett, all dreinage 
wnich has been installed was. made worthless and the past rainy season eaused 
considerable discomfort and actual distress, due to lakes: which have formed 

in the area of the non-commissioned officers quarters, transportation and corr. © 
rals. Work is now nearly completed on a new drainage. projest which, it is be- 
lieved, will eliminate this source of distress.” Ditches which were covered by 
shifting sands are now being opened and within a very short time: will be in 
shape to use. Due to the kindness of the City of Galveston which loaned the 
Quartermaster rollers and graders, the shell roads have’ been put ini race track 
condition. Construction of a community gararve building and a new building to 
house the Post Exchange tailor, permitted the removel.of several old and un- 
sightly small buildings, thus greatly cnhancing the apnearance of the Post. 

Funds expected for the construction of: a runway on the airdrome have not 
as yet been received, and strenuous efforts are being made by Capt. Wooten, 
Operations Officer, to keep at least one smooth runway for take-offs and land- 
ings. This would have been practicelly imoossible hed it not been that Galves- 
ton has been blessed with an over amount of rain this past season, the rain 
serving the dual purpose of rooting the grass in the loose sand, as well as 
decreasing the amount of flying which could be done. 

Colonel C.B. Stone,Jr.,; Inspector General of the 8th Corps Area, completed 
an inspection of the Group and Post. We believe the Colonel was very much 
pleased with the manner in which he found the activities at Wort Crockett 
functioning. During’ his visit here he eccompeanied Major Jouett and Cent. Wooten 
on @ hunting trip to the Group camp on Matagorda Peninsula, and incidentally, 
owing to exceedingly inclement and fogey weather while thcre,' was given an ac- 
tual demonstration of why flying pay is allowed to Air Corps pilots. 

General Lehm, Commanding General of the Air Corps Training Center, and 
Lieut. Ogden, were visitors at Fort Crockett on Jenuary 26th, stopping in for 
lunch with Major :‘Jouett on their way by air from New Orleans to San Antonio. 

Lieut. Thomas W. Munford, C.A.C., Commanding Officer of the Harbor De- 
fenses, fired eight rounds from Bettery Hampton on the 24th of Jenuary. The 
firing was observed by practically all of the Air Corps Officers, and Lieut. 
Devidson is now working on a watcr cooling device to prevent the ten inch guns 
from overheating. Major Hayes, Corps Area Ordnance Officer, was present at 
Fort Crockett to observe the firing. 

Eight A-3s were sent to the San Antonio Air Depot for overhaul, and ‘are 
expected to be completed in time for use in the spring maneuvers. 

Capt. Horece N. Yeisen, A.C., Commanding Officer of the Ninetieth Attack 
Squadron,. returned from leave of absence of one month and fourteen days, during 
which time the speedometer of his new Ford shows that. he covered 8030 miles. 

Ye was given the Group Cun for distance in miles for the month of January. 








Langley Field, Hemoton, Va., January 31,1929. 


Air Corps Tactical School, by Lt. Wm.J. McKiernan, Jr. The period embrac- 





ing Januery 16th to the 27th, both dates inclusive, was Tevoted to Attack Flying 
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Training, Navigetion Training Flights, Routine Test Flights and Routine Training 
Flights,. both for the commissioned and enlisted personnel. A total-of twelve 
successful Nevisetion Training Flichts were performed during this period in air- 
planes of this orgenization by versonnel of the Bombardment Group and the Air 
Corps Tactical Schocl. 7 oe 

_ In order to proceed with their regular training schedule, the Second Bom- 
bardment Group hes been using the Curtiss AT-5 and 0-11 airplanes: of this organ- 
ization. in the above period, during the. for€nocn’ oF each day when the weather 
permitted.. WIL, Socom 

On Januery 26th, the Air — Tecticel School furnished a flight of five 
Curtiss AT-5 airplanes to act as escort to the "Question Mark", which was to 
have been en route from Greensboro, N.C., to Bolling Field, D.C. This Flight 
proceeded from this stetion at 9:00 A.M. on the above date, but in view of the 
fact that the Flight of the "Question Merk" was delayed because of minor re- 
pairs, the above flight proceeded to Bolling Tield, and later returned to 
Langley Field. | 

Inclement weather lately has retarded flying cperations to a great extent. 

Nineteenth Airship Company, by Lt. M.E. McHago,A.C.: There has been no 
flying during the vest week by the 19th, due to weather conditions. 

' Work on the "TC-10-254" is progressing rapidly and the ship will be ready 
for a test flight within a few days. When this ship was deflated it hada © 
record of 1560 aircraft hours and slightly over:11,00C men hours. 

end Lieut. Uzal G. Ent, A.C., of this organization, was given the Cheney 
Award for 1928 for courage, daring and heroism in endeavoring to save the life 
of Lieut. Paul Evert,A.c,, when their balloon, entered in the National Elimin- 
ation Race from Pittsburgh last May, was struck by lightning and burned near 
VYoungwood, Pa. Lieut. Ent also received the Distinguished Flying Cross for his 
daring act. The awarding of the Cheney Award to Lieut. Fnt marked the second 
consecutive year it was given to a member of the 19th Airship Comweny, Master 
Sergeant Yarry A. Chapman having received the Award for 1927 for his heroism 
during the Roma Disester, February 21st, 1922. 

On January 20th, the 19th Airship Company Soccer Team easily defeated the 
Norfolk Clan at the Norfolk Lexgue Park by the score of. 5 to 1. The 19th is 
rated the fastest and cleverest team in Virginie and it is exnected to finish 
at the top of the League again. this year. 

end Photo Section, Air Corps, by Lt. Wm,B_ Blaufuss,A:C.: During the past 
week the Photo Section performed its routine duties. Vertica 1s and oblique 
pictures were teken of the Yebron Airport. 

2nd Bombardment Group Yeadquarters, A.C., by Lt. A.J.-Kerwin Malone,A.C., 
Commanding:: The recent epidemic of Influenza has not snipes ent impared the 
efficiency of this: orgenization - only two men, Privates, First Class, Henry 
and. Stein being confined in the hospitel. 

Pvt, lst Cless, Watson, who recently returned from Walter Reed ahaa 
Yospital, Washington, D.C., is now on furlough. ’ 

Pvt.-Svotts,; who, due to nis athletic abilities was unable to get a fur- 
lough during the footdell season, was grented one recently and, on account of 
illness in his femily, was granted a ten day extension. ~° 

. Cpl. Fink, having successfully completed a course in-Armament at Chanute 
Field, Illinois, and passing the Air Mechenics exerination with a grade of 97%, 
was rated Air Mechenic, First Class. 

Lieut. Bivins, who took off on a cross-country last Thursday, was detained 
in Middletown, Pe., over Yriday and Seturday due to inclement weather. 

Set. Walter. A. Siebert returned Sunday, as } passenger, from a cross-country 
flight to Mitchel Field, New York. 

Pvt, lst Cl. William C. Watson recently returned: from a 45 deys! furlough. 

Pvt. lst Cl. Rav E. Henry is the only'man of this organizetion now on the 
sick list. Ye is expected to be returned for duty within the next two days. 

. 20th Bombardment Squedron,é&.C., by Lt. M.M. Burnside, i.C.:; Lieut. Yiggins 
departed on a cross-country flight to New Vork on January 19th. es % 

The Squadron still continués to opérate. with only one plane. Yowever, 
several AT-5s of the A.C.T.S. have been nlaced at our disposal for the perform- 
ance of navigation. We have also been using the two O-lls of the 59th Service 
Squadron for gunnery missions. 

49th Bombardment Squedron,sA.C., by Cant. C.G. Sellers, Air-Res: ,Commanding: 
lst Sgt. William 4. Capell was recently granted by tne U.S. Government a patent 
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on What is termed. "Retrecting deat tients". = ‘The members of the 49th Bombard- 
ment Squadron congratulate. him. “te aes Oitie tT ; oe mY 
Enlisted Pilot, Tech.Set. Samuel J. Davis, through his devotion and integ- 
rity, was promoted to the grade of Master Sergeant.’ He was transferred to the 
15th Observation Squadron,A.C., at Selfridte Field, Michigan. While wishing him 
the cest of luck,. the Squadron regrets very much to-lose him, © ©) |. 

“eth Bombardment Squadron,A.C., by Lt. Ernest G. Schmidt,A.C.: ‘Lieut. 
Yackmen w1o just returned from a week end cross-country y flight to ‘Hitohe1 Field, 
New York, left for Washineton,}.C. , today in a formation from the A. C T. S\ to 
escort the "Question Merk". 

The recently assigned officers have precticelly caught up in’ ‘the ‘Group 
Training Program. 

E9th Service Squadron,A. C. , by Lt. George R. Geer, A.C. imide Set.. 
Air Mechanic lst Cl., Henry 4. Young was discharged on January 17, 1ge9 eni re- 
enlisted on January 18, 1929. for three more years. 

2nd Bombardment Group, Langley Field, Virginia, Jenuary 28th: ‘Graduat ly . 
the 2nd Bombardment Group is. getting beck to its individual training progren. 
Three LB-5-As were returned from the Aero Repair where the stability of the sail 
has been improved somewhat. These ships are kept: in the air both morning ani__ 
afternoon by nilots endeavoring to complete the training in camera obscura, wmb- 
ing, navigation, radio and gunnery missions. .-It will not be possible to com- 
plete this training. by Fe bruary me; as anticipated, but it will ” ‘carried on 
into the next period of: training.. ; 

The LB-6s are scheduled to arrive , February lst ein: ‘the Curtiss "Condors" 
about March 1st. .When these. ships arrive it will give the Bombardment Group 
‘the first opportunity it has had to act as a Group. 

The twWo new hangars are dita si sieaiaiaias and will be Rai for the ‘ships 
when they arrive. 

Great interest has been shown by' Pilots and enlisted personnel in the new 
LB-7 which recently arrived at this field. 

















Marshell Field i, Fort. Riley, ein: February Sth. 





The 16th Observation Squadron | has. not. let. ‘up, in the training of :its flying 
personnel nor the -missiors “pertaining: to Cavalry ‘uring the cold weather. The 
new type tank trucks for heating oil me water. aided to a great extent in carry- 
ing on regardless.of: the weather. | % 

With the temperature around zero, the’ entire flying personnel in a nine. 
ship formation, led by Major Goolrick, flew to Leavenworth and return last “week. 
Lieut. Homer C. Munson submitted yis resignation in order'to accept a 
position with the Boeing Air Transport ‘Gompeny. as: air mail pilot. We wish Lieut 

Munson much success in his new work. bis 

Lieuts. Duncen, Atkinson and Broughton recently returaed fon Duncan Field, 
Texas, with three Primary Training Planes nee 3 are’ now assigned the 16th 
Observation Squadron. 

Major ¥.H. Arnold, who is etahienks at. Fort ‘Tepvenworth, flies over for a 
short visit occasionally. We are always glad’ to-see our old Commanding Officer. 
Classes in various subjects required by. The Adjutant. General have been ~ 
held regularly at this field, and.a great, deal of. interest ° hes: been shown by 

the officers attending same. 

. The pilots at Marshall Field were able to pibain a fair amount of flying. 
time during the winter months regardless of the bad weather. The average time 
per pilot during December was twenty hours.-. 

' Lieut. Duncan holds the record for the year in : total “—' time with 41° 
hours and 15 minutes. Lieut. Atkinson ren a close second with 397 hours and ‘5 
minutes. Cur f*rist 

Qur aerial gunnery. practices resulted in a real improvement in firing over 
last year. Several officers who had not fired before at this station have made 
good records. For forward guns, Lieut. Atkinson holds the racoet with a tenta- 
tive scora@ of 595. 

The morale of the 16th Observation Squadron has been tenefitted materially 
by. several grades and ratings which have been distributed among the men od 
the orgenization.” 
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Rockwell Field, ‘Coronndo, ‘Calif., Januery Sist. 


Me latter nert of Decerber, 1924, and the first pert of January, 1929. were 
unusual times for Rockwell Field and the Rockwell Air Depot during. the ‘endurance 
refueling fliz -ht of the’ "Question Merk", . The "Question ware? 1ef%: Reckwe lt Field 
én route +o Was’ ington, ‘D.C., on Januery 20th. 

Yeadquarters' Squadron hes received a new Fokker C-2. The ivenieaek: is Kept 
in reserve for emergency flights and to.carry mechanics.. Pilots, are: beirig quel- 
ified to handlé it'with a view to its future use in connection: with the annual 
maneuvers and for local purposes, ._, ; 

Headquarters ‘will be forced to ‘pet Sivse nee its "duck" for some time, 
due to the fect thet the wheels. folded up when. the dmphidian, was being landed 
on Rockwell ‘Field ‘recently. | 

Lieuts: Odas Moon and William.c. ‘Kingsbury left Rockwe11 Piela, “by rail, 
recently for the Keystone | Aircreft Corp.,.Bristol, Pa., for. purpose of fetiptile 
two LB-7 keystone Bombers to Rockwell for. aseienment, to the llth Bombardment 
Squadron. °° - , ‘ 

The 11th: Squadron is to receive ten Kevst one LB-7 bombers in the near 
future, and: Cept. "Real Black, commanding officer of the 11th Bombardment Squad- 
ron, promises‘an’ ‘exiting and interesting time to ell concerned. 

Lieut. 4.R: ‘Baxter, has a absent for sore days, trying to deliver a PT- 1 
plane to Vancouver ‘Barracks, fashington. Snow storms, a limited gas supply and 
the inability of a PT-1 to “eet places in a hurry has kent Lieut. Baxter hooning 
from one landing field ‘to anot Aer in the Cascades with days between hops. :Cre- 
gon and Washington dre’ ‘experiéncing some very severe storms at present and the 
task of getting through in a PT-1 is a s€ricus one. 

Capt. and Mrs. Elmendorf and Lieut. and Mrs. 0.P. Gothlin, Jr., were-losts 
and hostesses at a delightful bridge party given in-honor of Mr. and Mrs. Goth- 
lin, Sr., at the Officers Club on the. evening of January o9th.. The guests in- 
cluded officers and ladies of Rockwe 11 Field, and was one of the most successful 
bridge socials given at the Club. } e 

The Réserve Activities of Roekwe 11 Field were allotted Yangar No; 10 for 
their synecial Use . ae 

Lieut, C.PB. Ken Derot ‘Sun oly Officer, on Feb. isth, will attewin a com- 
bined meeting of Sear wiaaleds’ Officers Association and the Army, Navy and. Marine 
Officers Association. of Los Angeles, on the subject of Seon’ .. The meeting 
will be held at ‘the City Club, Los Angeles, Cal. 

lst Lieut. “Jame s F. “Philipps. (C.E.), Air Corps, who has been. on duty with 
Yeadquarters,’ 7th “Bombardment Aroup,. Rockwell Field, since last July,. left dur- 
ing the month for station at Wright Field, Ohio. 

lst Lieut. C ih ‘Thomas, Jr., Air Coros, a recent addition.to .the: Rockwell 
Air Depot, from th € Philipsines, wes act ing Ad jutarit ‘of the Post for. several. 
weeks while Lieut.’ Jatk Greer’ availed himself of a much needed leave. 

lst Lieut. A.C. Strickland, A.C., represented the Commanding Officer of 
Rockwell Field, at’ the enriual meeting and luncheon of the San Diego Army and 
Navy ¥.M.C.A. on Jenuary 2end. 

Lieut. C.E. Thomas, Jr., represented the. Commanding Officer at the drill 
given by the lst Battalion, ‘25lst Coast Artillery, at its 7th Annual Cometition 
Drill held at the Plaza de Panama, Balboa Park,.San Dicgo, 

Lieut. Alfred’ 2... Lyowi, ‘Air. Carns, arrived at Rockwell on January ‘7th, from 
Wright Yield, Ohio, for temmore ry “duty in connection with instructing the person- 
nel of the Rockwell Air Devot in initial operation of new electric: —— ‘treating 
furnaces and in the casting of high strength alumiaum alloys. 

Lieut. Edward ¥.. ‘Powers, Air Corps, of right. Field, Ohio, arrived on the . 
29th, ferrying a Pw, =9C. to. this Ste stion.. 


Maxwell Field, oereer ge ala... Feb. “th. 





Commander We étutt; of the anericen | ‘Legion, - was “ferried: vor this: station 
on January 3d to ‘Fort Benning. qa. by... Lieut. Jas. Pratt;: Major M.S. Eddy ,Inf. 
stationed at Riversidé Military Acedemy, Gainesville, Ga., wno accompanied Com- 
mander McNutt on part of, his LQUr ,. was, ferried .at. the same time to Fort: Benning 
by Lieut. L.M. “Bawsel: ¥ 

A flight of three, asa planes. ‘from itexwell Field, ‘piloted. by Lieuts. 
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Wriston, Cote and Persons, participated in the dedication of the new airport 
at Miami early in January. A similar flight, composed of Capt. King, Lieuts. 
Pratt, Glover, Delaplane and Bewsel, attended the opening of a new calesinaad at 
Sarasota, Fla. 

The Fokker, C-2, €n route from “Wright Field ito Scanie Field, Panama, stop- 
ved overnight at this station. This flight consisted of Major Paul Bock, Lieut. 
¢.C, McDonald and Lieut. G.J. Canfield. Miami, Fla. was their next schedaled 
stop. 

Major Carl DeForest, Medical Corps Reserve, from Mobile, Ala., reported on 
January 13th for two weeks! active duty. : 

Capt. Donald P. Muse, A-C., of this station, ferried a new 02-H plane from 
Santa Monica, Cal. to this vost. 

Lieut. Narcisse L. Cote, A.C., was married on January 19th at Columbus, Ga. 
to Miss Ida Lee Kyle, a sister of Lieut. Reuben Kyle, Jr., who is stationed at 
Maxwell Field. After a short leave, Lieut. Cote reported at Fort Benning, Ga., 
for a two months: course in Mess Management at the Bakers and Cooks School. At 
the completion of this course, Lieut. and Mrs. Cote will return to Maxwell Field. 

Lieut. Geo. W. McGregor, A.C., attended a two weeks' course of instruction 
in the care of animal transportation at the Corvs Area School, Fort McPherson,Ge. 

TWo PT-ls were ferried to this station in January by Lieut. Frank Byerly, 
Jr., and Lieut. 3yron A. Glover, from the Fairfield Air Depot, Dayton,Ohio. 

The QUESTICN MARK and refueling plane, TYE ASTERISK, stovped overnight at 
Maxwell Field on their return trip to Washington. The Officers of the Post 
were hosts at a dinner party at the Montgomery Club that evening, honoring Maj. 
Carl Spatz, Capt. Ira C. Eaker, Capt. Hoyt and Lieut. Quesada, members of the 
crew. 


Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, February 7th. 





Gooc news arrived in the announcement that Lieut. Donald L. Bruner sailed 
from Manila, where he has spent the last two vears in foreign service, on Jan- 
uary 19 and is cue to return to the Division about March 10. Seven other offi- 
cers, some of them likewise old timers of the Division are due to report in the 
next several months. Capt. W.E. Keppner is due April 1, Lieuts. David Lingel, 
C.D.McAllister, G.W. Goddard, 4.G. Crocker (of border-to-border fame), J.A. 
Woodruff, and James F. Phillips, C.E., will follow. 

Lieut. William N. Amis has been assigned as Acting Chief of the Flight Test 
Branch during the temporary absence of Capt. St. Clair Street, who is on leave. 
Lieut. Amis has also been detailed for duty with the Organized Reserve Gorps, 
5th Corps Area, and has been assigned to the 417th Observation Group ~~ 
Headquarters. 

Lieut. Harry Johnson has been a femiliar figure at the Materiel Division 
for the past several weeks, Lieut. Johnson is here from Selfridge Field on 
temporary duty in connection with altitude flight test projects. 

Capt. Wm.B. Mayer left the Division January 2lst for Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas, where he was assigned for service. 


San Aritonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Sen Antonio, Texas, Feb. Sth. 





Among recent visitors at this Depot were Lieuts. Joseph H. Atkinson and 
Lee F. Duncan, Air pa and Donald E. Broughton, A.C. Reserve, of Marshall 
Field, Fort Riley, Kans., who arrived January 2lst to obtain and ferry back 
to their home station, on the 22d, three PT-1 planes. 

As Lieut. Harry A. Halverson was so recently a member of this command, 
this Depot was especially pleased to receive an informal visit from him on 
January 2¢d, after his achievement as a member of the "Question Mark" Mission. 
Ye returned to this vart of the country for duty at the Air Corvs Instructors! 
School at Kelly Field. 

Lieut. Edward M. Powers, of the Experimental Engineering Section, Materiel 
Division, Wright Field, wes an informal visitor at this Depot on January 26th, 
renewing old acquaintances with his many friends here. Lieut. Powers was our 
Chief Engineer Officer a few years ago. 3 

The Depot welcomes as a new member of its official family Lieut. Edward 
V. Harbeck, who joined us on January 25th from a l@gave of absence, having been 
assigned to duty here on December 10th from France Field, Panama Canal Zone. 
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Lieut. HYarbeck was assigned to duty in the Engineering and Operations Depart- 
ments of the Denot. 


Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., January 8th. 





Flight "BY, ed Observation Squadron: Through the courtesy of the United 
States Air Corns, Santa Claus visited Manila and Camp Nichols via airplane. 

After a thorough overhaul, the "Duck", Amphibian #2875, is on the job 
egain - Set. Henry I. Brown, Crew Chief. 

Flight "R" participated in an a rial exhibition held at Cem Nichols on 
December 18th, when tne Rotary Club of Manila wos entertained at this vost. 

Qur Company Commander, Caot. Donald Wilson, returned on the 10th after an 
interesting tour of China. 

Although this is the coolest season of the year, we went swimming on Xmas 
Day in Manila Boy. How's that? 

66th Service Squadron: The Post Commander, Major Kilner, Mrs. Kilner, Of- 
ficers of the Philipoine Air Denot, Officers of the 66th, and married non-com- 
missioned officers were guests of the Squadron Xmas day. Much credit is due the 
Mess Sergeant and cooks for the excellent dinner served. 

Lieut. Donald L. Bruner returned from leave spent in China and Janan. Ye 
is due to return to the States in January and will report to Wright Field, 
Davton, Ohio. 

Lieut. E.S, Yoag spent the Xmas holidays at Cem> John Hay, Baguio. 

E. &R. Office; Work is vrogressing on the addition to our F 2R Building. 
The rooms for a new library and gymnasium are well under way so that the oro- 
spects for a much improved recreation plant are rapidly materializing. The ad- 
dition for the bowling alleys is ravidly nearing comoletion so that work cen 
soon begin on the installation of two additionel alleys. 

Twenty men are entered in the Post Pool Tournament. To date, 22 games 
have been played and the interest is increasing, as the number of contestants 
narrow down. Martensen and Irwin are the favoretes to win. 

Cavt. Usher has had a very successful season as coach of the Post Football 
Team. Seven games have been played to date, end Camp Nichols has the long end 
of a season score that reads Nichols 183 - Onnponents 0. The Air Corps team 
handled the All Americens, the first promoters of the game in.the Islands, in 
three gemes. Scores; 6-0, 0-0 and 13-0. The U.S.S. "Beaver" eleven was taken 
in tow for a nice 21-0 fracas; the Americen Cardinals were blanked 26-0; the 
University of the Philivpines 71-0 and the All Filipinos 52-0. The season 
line-up for Nichols includes; Centers, Nelson end Yorsey; Guards, McCartney 
Stockwell and Stackwell; Tackles, Avery, O'Conner, Draboff and Craft; Ends, 
Goodrich, Coursey, Sarver, Loomer, Hessler, Parrick; Backs, Yuish, Guber, Reiger 
Stone, Selby, Melody end Keiser. 

Tne Nichols Soccer team hos lived up to the stendard set by the football 
team. They were nicked to represent the Army in the Army-Navy Championship 
series against the U.S.S."Pittsturg", the crack teem of the Asiatic Fleet. The 
Airmen won two of the three games. After losing the first game to the Navy by 
a score of 4-1, Nichols staged a come-back and won the last two, both with scores 
of 2-1. All games were fast and hard fought and were attended by lerge crowds. 
After the last game, the Nichols eleven were presented with a handsome silver 
‘Cup by Admiral Bristol, Commender-in-Chief of the Asietic Squadron. Two prelim- 
inary games were played with the U.S,.S."Canopus", Nichols winning both 2-0, 4-2. 

The Basebell Team got away to a slow start, but is expected to get into 
its stride soon and rake up for Inst time. Lieut. Burrows has taken the team 
under wing, and from the looks of things will put out a good team. 

Boxing Bouts were held in the Post E &R Building on December 13th. There 
were eight bouts, including McMullin of Cemp Nichols vs. Lombard and is still 
going strong. Ye fights at 135 lbs. and is a beautiful fighter. He has but two 
fights between him and the Inter-Service Chamnionship. 

Camo Nichols Orchestra is a very popular addition to the Post activities. 
Beb Rygawalski, of the 66th Service Squadron, worked faithfully for more than 
six months until he now has a nine niece outfit, with prospects of two or three 
more instruments. This Nichols nine is very much in demand, as a good American 
orchestra is something rare in Manila. 

On December 27th, a Christmas perty, soonsored by Cheplain Southard, was 
held in the F &R Building, The Post orchestre furnished dance music. Impromtu 
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songs and skits were offered by the enlisted men. The Building was decorated 
with greens, palms, etc. : 

A varty was held on the efternoon of the 21st for the ia of officers 
and enlisted men of the Post. Sandwiches, candy and lemonade were served in 
the shade of a spreading oak. During the party an airplane flew over and drop- 
ped Santa Claus from a perachute. An ambulance picked up Saint Nich, ‘and “ays 
were presented to the children by him. 

28th Bombardment Squadron: The organization celebrated the 25th of Decenber 
with the usual good eats. Among the invited guests were Major and Mrs. W.G. 
Kilner, Chaplain and Mrs. H.D. Southard, Capt. and Mrs. W.7. Volandt, ‘Capt. and 
Mrs. A.W. Brock, and the Squadron officers, who all declared it to bean | oon 
lent dinner. 

Lieut. Augustine F. Shea, our Squadron Supvly officer, added inatiiar star 
to his crown. Already the Army Golf Champion of the Philipoines in the ;onen 
golf tournament, he tied for second place and in the play off brought: ame the 
cup. 





_. . During the month the Squedron sent several flights to the Southern Islands. 
Two Martin Bombers took off on December 17th for Mindoro, with Lieut. Paul Bur- 
rows and Mr.Sgt. Nendell as pilots, and Mr. Sinclair, who is in charge of one of 
the Suger Centrals, as passenger. On December 10th two Martins took. off: for 
Mindoro,.with Lieut. James L. Grisham and Capt. Charles A. Pursley as pilots. and 
Mr. Ignacio, Governor of Mindoro, and Mr. Sinclair as passengers. 

The Squadron has under construction a volley ball court, and-from the ioe 
of the material. for a team, we hope to’ add a new cup to the Squedron. 





Kindley Field, Fort Mills, Pil: 


end Observation Squadron: Sirice lest writing the heavy hitting baseball 
team from Kindley Field has gone like a house efire. It leads in the American 
Battery League of Corregidor, having won all gemes to date with impressive scores 
of not less-than 12 from Kindley Field and not more than 5 for the opronents. 

Two games remain to .be .played, after which this team enters the Begimental 
League of: Corregidor. The only outiside game so fer wes with Cemp Nichols, our 
mother station, and Kindley Field won. 

Crette has been our prize pitcher, with Cellahan end Duprey able Sadialiate. 
Hunter at third, plays an impressive geme for his ages Doyle, the catoher, is 
valuable. because he is “ only man on the Rock that can hold Crette. . ; 

On. January 4th, a large number from this organization witnessed a. happy 
outcome of the finals in boxing (white) for the Rock. One.man, Rother, 135 1b. 
class, gave the "Pride of the Coast Artillery" five pounds and then proceeded 
to give the red headed boy a first class walloping.. Many of us held our breath 
for fear Rother-could not weather the pace he'was setting, but. he was in condi- 





’ tion and when the bout was over, he received the hilarious ovation of not only 


the Air Corns present but also the C.A. boys. | 
Boston won'the light-heavy weight class by default. It seems that he 
broke the ribs of ali contenders in prectice work-outs: — 
Qur tennis teem works out daily and is ready for a grueling series. 
Along athletic lines, Steff Sgt. Grover C. Moss also distinguished himself. 
when he became the recipient of a bronze medal announcing to the world at large 
that his bowling score of 259: was the highest total of all Corregidor personnel. 
Our golfers: still enthuse and each evening thin slices of bologna are swap- 
ped by Lieuts. Meloy, Dunlap, Devidson and Rouch about the score cards turned in. 
The ledies are getting interested, too, and scarce a morning on the links is 
missed by Mrs. Davidson, Rouch- and Holland. 
Operations for December were necessarily curtailed because of the holidays 
but we found time to oarticipate in the Joint Army and Navy Communications man- 


_@uvers to such extent as.to receive a commendatory Yetter from Navel authorities. 


Lieut. Rouch has reason to be proud of his Communications Section. 

December 8th was the occasion of rejoicing in thé Meloy family when Vince, 
Sr., celebrated his birthday. A fitting celebration was held at the Yolland 
quarters and the night was made hideous through the perverted belief on the part 
of Lieuts. Meloy, Holland and Davidson and Graves, that they constituéed a good 
quartets The crime was abetted by Mejor H. L. Green, the only Air Corps Quarter- 
master in the Coast Artillery. 

During the month dinher parties were given by the Meloys, “Hollends, Graves 
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and Dunlaps, attended by the Post and a seleeted few "Top-siders". Cavt. White 
entertained the Post on December 17th with what he termed an "Emancipation Party’ 
We don't exactly know the significance, but the idea wes good. 

On December 17th, Tech. Sst. Lee and Pvt. lst cl. Mullaney, in Plane No. 5, 
left Kindley Field with specific instructions to report to the Commanding Officer 
Camp Nichols, for orders. On the following morning, accompanied by Lieut. Wells 
and a mechanic in a Camp Nichols Amphibian, they shoved off carrying two passen- 
gers. The old order changeth and lo, even in these far off Islands, woman enters 
into man's sphere, for Mrs. Ven Schaick and her young daughter (wife and daughter 
of Colonel L.J. Van Schaick) willingly clembered aboard Plane #5, for the rather 
hazardous flight to Mindoro, traversing the Province of Cavite, crossing beauti- 
ful Lake Taal and the Verde Island passage, end alighting on terra firma at 
Celipan, Mindoro. 

The first take-off was mede at 6:50 A.M., December 18th, from Cemp Nichols, 
vilot Lt. Wélls; passenger, Colonel Van Schaick's Secretary. Plane #5, followed, 
with Sgt. Lee as pilot, passengers Mrs. Van Scnaick, daughter and mechanic. 
Planes arrived at Calapan at 7:55 A.M. and londed near the vier. The water was 
rough, with medium swells, which caused a difficult landing. Planes were an- 
chored while passengers were put ashore by bancas. The take-off was very dif- 
ficult and was possible only because of the light load. Landing was made at 
Camp Nichols at 9:10 A.M. 

The ships were then refueled and prepared for the return trip to Calipan. 
The .€amp Nichols plane was piloted by Lieut. Wells, and carried a mechanic and 
one heavy suitcase. Plane No. 5, with Set. Lee as pilot, carried Colonel Van 
Schaick and a mechanic. Planes headed on the same course as before, but before 
reaching Lake Taal were forced to turn back and land at Camo Nichols, due to 
broken flying wire. Wire was replaced and third take-off was made at 11:15 A.M. 
Landing was made at Calipan at 12:00 and all personnel went ashore for lunch. 

At 3:00 P.M. both planes were prepared tn take off for San Jose, Mindoro. Camp 
Nichols plane carried Colonel Ven Schnick and a mechanic, Each pilot made an 
attempt to take off but found it impossible to do so on account of unfavorable 
condition of waves and wind. The flight was therefore postponed until the fol- 
lowing morning. Extra onchors were borrowed and two anchors were placed on 
each plane to insure se’e' in the increasing wind and waves. 

On December 19th s cond attempt was made to take off. This was made by 
Sgt. Lee with his full lo of passengers end baggage. Take-off was imvossible, 
and in the attempt the generator was broken and propeller tips bent. The plane 
taxied back and anchored. Colonel Van Schaick was placed ashore, together 
with his secretary ard baggage. The pilots were instructed to return to Camp 
Nichols as soon as they were able to do so. The broken generator was removed 
from P'’ane No. 5 and about twenty gallons of gasoline drained from each plane 
to lighten the load. This lightened the planes by about 300 pounds and the 
third attempt to take off was made at 3:00 P.M. Both planes returned safely 
to Cemp Nichols at about 4:00 P.M. 
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3rd Pursuit Squadron: During the month of December, the 3d Pursuit Squad- 
ron accomplished a total of 205 hours of flying, 

After completing a very successful target season, the 60th Coast Artil- 
lery (A.A.) departed for Fort Mills on December 2lst. From November 12th to 
December 18th the 3d Pursuit Squedron accomplished a total of 75 hours of 
flying time in connection with the target practice of the 60th Coast Artillery 
(A.A.). Of this total, 31 hours were flowm in night missions, involwing 28 
flights. The missions consisted of towing sleeve targets for anti-aircraft 
gun and Machine gun prectice and flights for searchlight and sound ranging 
practice. | . 

The Naval Detachment, with Lieut. Commander Stonestreet in command, are 
still with us. They have been doing some very successful aerial gunnery, using 
Vought Corsair airplanes powered by Pratt & Whitney Wesp Engines. The Corsair 
seems to be well adapted to this field, due to its quick take-off and slow 
landing speed. | 

Our Commanding Officer, Major Ralph Ps Cousins, and our Flight Surgeon, 
Captain C.V. Hart, spent the Xmas holidays at Cemp John Hay. They were accom- 
panied by their wives and réport a very pleasant time. 
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The Squadron Xmas party was especially successful. On this occasion the 
Mess Yall was decorated with streamers and shrubbery and a lerge Xmas tree. 
Steff Set. Howard M. Miller, functioning as Senta Cleus, appeared on the scene, 
‘leaving behind a surprised, thrilled and hanpy group of youngsters. — 

Orders were reccived from the Chief's Office assigning Lieut. Harlan T. 
McCormick to March Field, Riverside, Celif. Lieut. McCormich will sail on the 
January transport. Fis loss will be a great one and the whole organization 
wishes him good luck. 

The commissioned and enlisted personnel of Clark Field, extend to the 
commissioned and enlisted personnel of the Air Corps, their sincere good wishes 
for the year 1929. 
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